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On the Cover: Cheyenne Horse Guard
				by Ron Kil

Ride into History Camp Held

A Ride into History camp was held at Great Bend, Kansas, in June.
Ride into History is the historical performance touring troupe of Dr.
Ann Birney, Dr. Joyce Thierer, and Susan Dunhaupt.
Participants researched their characters and practiced telling their
stories. On June 11, at the Barton County Museum, they made their
presentations to an audience of 46. Living history participants included pictured above (l-r): Britt Colle as William Becknell, Samantha Negaard as Marion Russell, Abby Wanker as Army wife Alice
Dryer, and Eli Leech as Kit Carson. Not pictured, Leslie Helsel, who
interpreted Cherokee Trader Amanche Prowers. Additional camps are
being planned. See the Quivira Chapter report for additional information.

About the Santa Fe Trail Association

The mission of the Santa Fe Trail Association is to protect and preserve the Santa
Fe Trail and to promote awareness of the historical legacy associated with it.
Follow us online at www.santafetrail.org,
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube
Wagon Tracks, the official publication of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), publishes well-researched and documented peer-reviewed articles
relating to the Santa Fe Trail. Wagon Tracks is published in February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Queries are welcome. Complete submission guidelines are posted at www.santafetrail.org. Although the entire issue of Wagon Tracks is
copyrighted in the name of the Santa Fe Trail Association, copyright to each article remains in the author’s name. Articles may be edited or abridged at
the editor’s discretion.
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Photo: American Solar Challenge

Solar car teams from around
the world will closely follow
the historic trail of oxendrawn wagons along the
Santa Fe National Historic
Trail for the 2021 American
Solar Challenge.
This photo is from the 2018
American Solar Challenge.
See the 2021 schedule on
page 10.
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Insights from your President by Larry D. Short, President of SFTA 		
attendance at these events is amazing.
In September we will gather for the
Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA)
board meeting on September 22, the
day prior to the beginning of Symposium 2021 in La Junta, Colorado.
This will be our first totally live board
meeting since 2019, and no Zoom
option will be available. We need to
remember that our board members
agreed upon their election to attend
our board meetings, which are held
in April and September of each year.

The world as we formerly knew it is
beginning to return to some normalcy, just in time for a large number of
events and programs in commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
While many events so far have been
modified to meet current health
standards, others, such as the dedication of the new trail and wayside exhibits at the Black Jack Ruts and the
Michael Martin Murphey concert
at the new amphitheater in Council
Grove, have been held with resounding attendance and success. At the
Symphony in the Flint Hills, nearly
7,000 people from across the nation
conquered the heat to enjoy a daylong commemoration of the Trail,
which featured the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail's 200th .

Symposium 2021 will be an outstanding opportunity to gain valuable
and very interesting information
about the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. I encourage you to sign up
today by going to the Last Chance
Store on our website at www.santafetrail.org or visit the website for the
Symposium at www.2021sfts.com.
The Symposiums that we hold in odd
number years, with Rendezvous held
in even number years, are a great investment in promoting the Trail and
informing both our members and
visitors about the Trail.
On Saturday, September 25, the
Santa Fe Trail Association's annual
general membership meeting will be
held at Otero College in La Junta,

Now as September approaches, the
list of events continues to grow.
Check out the list of events on our
website at www.santafetrail200.org
Also our SFTA Eblasts are a great
source for event descriptions, updates
on each of the events, and new events
scheduled. I encourage each member
who is on Facebook and/or receives
emails to share all of the great posts
concerning upcoming events. The
power of social media to enhance the
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol35/iss4/1
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featuring the election of officers and
new board members. The nominated
slate, including brief biographies, of
each candidate can be found in this
issue of Wagon Tracks. The election
of qualified and dedicated people to
our board is essential to the future of
SFTA.
At the April 2022 SFTA board
meeting in Dodge City, Kansas, we
will commence work on our next
strategic plan, which will provide
direction for our association into the
future. Teams will work on various
aspects of the document and develop
this critical operational document.
I encourage all members who have
ideas or concerns about the direction
SFTA needs to take, to let me know
these thoughts so that they can be
brought to the team.
The future of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail will depend on the
continued cooperation between the
National Park Service and the Santa
Fe Trail Association. We have a great
team that continues to work together.
The leadership of the National Park
Service and SFTA is committed to
ensure that the protection, promotion, and preservation of the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail continues
long into the future. We are stronger
together.

The Lazy T Ranch Corn
Maze this year features the
Santa Fe Trail. Located five
minutes from Manhattan,
Kansas, complete directions
to the ranch can be found at
www.lazytranchadventures.
on-map.html.
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Joanne’s Jottings by Joanne VanCoevern, Association Manager
for 200th events and beyond. A big
thanks to all those who have continued to support the Santa Fe Trail
through some very trying times. Be
sure to read the chapter reports, and
also check out the calendar of events
for the Santa Fe Trail 200th often, as
events are still being added: www.santafetrail200.org.

As 2021 is now half over, I’m thrilled
to report that I’ve been able to, once
again, join chapters for some excellent
events. Even throughout the restrictions imposed due to COVID-19,
our SFTA chapters continued with
projects as they could, preparing
newsletters to keep their membership
informed, and maintained planning

The Partnership for the National
Trails has scheduled November 1-4
for their 2021 “Virtual” National
Trails Workshop. Any SFTA members can participate and join the
interactive online sessions that will
focus on Conserving Trail Lands;
Collaboration and Engagement; and
Strengthening Organizations and
Partnerships. All sessions will be held
virtually, and generally the sessions
will be held between 2:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m. ET. Program and registration details will be coming soon.

The Symphony in the Flint Hills on
the Santa Fe Trail was an unquestionable success. The weather was perfect,
the setting was spectacular, and the
afternoon was filled with wonderful
presentations primarily related to the
Santa Fe Trail. Several SFTA members participated in the event and were
able to help spread information about
the historic trail, and the Santa Fe
Trail Association. With nearly 7,000
people in attendance, plus record sales
of the Field Journal full of articles
about the Santa Fe Trail, and all of the
media coverage, we can consider this
event an outstanding effort of outreach. If you are interested in ordering
a copy of the Symphony in the Flint
Hills Field Journal 2021, you can still
do that at: http://shop.symphonyintheflinthills.org/products/2021-fieldjournal/ 

Notes from
Symphony in
the Flint Hills
Hay bales provide seating to listeners during presentations about
the Santa Fe Trail. Dr. Leo Oliva
shares his knowledge of the Trail.
Musicians prepare for the concert
to an audience of nearly 7,000
people.

Photos by Dave
Kendall. See related
story on page 7.
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SFTA New Mexico Chapters Commemorate Becknell's
Arrival in Santa Fe with November Events
The Corazón de los Caminos and the
End of the Trail Chapters have created
three days of events in November to
commemorate the meeting of Becknell and Gallegos near Las Vegas,
New Mexico, and Becknell's arrival
in Santa Fe. The Corazón Chapter of the SFTA has teamed with the
Las Vegas Citizens Committee for
Historic Preservation for their events
in Las Vegas.
November 12 – Las Vegas, NM

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

9:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks: Rudy Laumbach,
President, Las Vegas Citizens
Committee Preservation, with
SFTA Corazón de los Caminos
Chapter
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Speaker: Henrietta Martinez Christmas
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Speaker:
Christine St. Vrain-Fischahs
12:00 – 1:30 p.m. Catered lunch
in the Plaza Hotel Ballroom
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Speaker: Robert
Tórrez
2:30 - 3:30 p.m. Speaker: Frances Levine
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Speaker: James
Abreu
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Cocktail hour,
cash bar followed by dinner
7:00 p.m. Entertainment: Rob
Martinez

mexico-santa-fe-trail-1821-2021-bicentennial-commemoration
Events will also take place in Santa
Fe, NM, presented by the End of the
Trail Chapter-SFTA.
•

•

•

•

•

9:00 – 9:30 a.m. New Mexico
Society of Daughters of the
American Revolution (NMSODAR) Recognition, Las Vegas,
NM, Plaza
10:00 a.m. NMSODAR Recognition, Kearny Gap, site of
meeting between Becknell and
Gallegos

Contact Doyle Daves at davesgd@
yahoo.com or 505-426-8958. Ticket
information is available at https://
www.newsbreak.com/events/eventeventbrite-159136101363/new-

11:30 a.m. – 2:00 Kozlowski's
Trading Post at Pecos National
Historic Park, Pecos, NM. Ranger-guided info about restoration.
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Dr. James
Riding In presents “Indians on
the Santa Fe Trail,” New Mexico
Museum of Art, 107 W. Palace
Ave., Santa Fe, NM. Music by
Marlon Magdalena, Jemez flute
player, performance by Andy
Hedges, storyteller and songster.
Invited guest speaker is Interior
Department Secretary, Deb
Haaland.

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Buffalo
dinner at the La Fonda Hotel.
Reservations required: buffalo
($71) or trout ($59). Dinner
refunds not guaranteed after October 29.

November 14 – Santa Fe, NM
•

November 13 – Las Vegas, to
Santa Fe, NM
•

10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. En route
to Glorieta, visit private museum
with world-class collection of
Western guns.

•

10:00 a.m. La Llegada, The
Arrival, Governor Melgares
greets Becknell, arriving on
horseback, at the Santa Fe Plaza.
Dr. Tom Chavez portrays Gov.
Melgares and Jeff Hengesbach
portrays American trader William Becknell

Organizations Feature
the Santa Fe Trail
Kansas History, A Journal of the Central Plains featured the Santa Fe Trail
in its Spring 2021 issue.
Articles included "The Santa Fe Trail
and National Expansion: Commerce,
Conquest, and Commemoration"
by Leo E. Oliva; "Lt. Simon Bolivar
Buckner's Letters to his Wife, Mary,
on the Santa Fe Trail, 1851-1854,"
edited by Leo E. Oliva; "Meat as a
Matter of Form: Food, Exchange,
and Power on the Santa Fe Trail," by
David C. Beyreis; "Having a Grand
Time: Rebecca Cohen Mayer on the
Santa Fe Trail, 1852," by Alice Anne
Thompson; and "A Long and Trying Journey: The Arizona Territorial
Governor's Party on the Santa Fe
Trail, 1863,: by Juti A. Winchester.
The journal is a collaboration of the
Kansas Historical Foundation and
the Department of History at Kansas
State University.
Copies are available from the Last
Chance Store, www.lastchancestore.
org for $8.

  
The Historical Society of New
Mexico recently held Zoom presentions featuring the Santa Fe Trail.
The April topic was "Women on the
Santa Fe Trail" presented by Henrietta M. Christmas, https://youtu.
be/gLAEWxiHMz4, and in June
"Studebaker Wagons Down the Santa Fe Trail" was presented by David
Bower, https://youtu.be/vMNyxoOnyLA. 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. NMSODAR
– Recognition of the Santa Fe
Plaza Marker placed in 1911

Contact Pam Najdowski,
pamnajdowski@yahoo.com;
505-920-4970

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol35/iss4/1
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bicentennial events at
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PBS Premieres "The Road to
Santa Fe" in September
The new Santa Fe Trail documentary
produced by Dave Kendall premieres
on the PBS station in Kansas City
(KCPT) at the end of September and
will be made available to other PBS
stations soon thereafter. Entitled “The
Road to Santa Fe,” this 90-minute
program features interviews with Leo
Oliva and Frances Levine, among others. Kendall recorded the interview
with Dr. Levine during the SFTA’ s
annual meeting held in St. Louis in
September of 2019. Since then, he has
recorded interviews with a number of
other historians familiar with the trail,
often working in collaboration with
Rex Buchanan, director emeritus of
the Kansas Geological Survey.
As field production progressed, Kendall edited a number of short videos spotlighting some of the topics
discussed in the interviews, sharing
them on social media and making
them available to Deb Goodrich for
use in her “Around Kansas” television
program. He also produced a series
of short audios that have been airing
on Kansas Public Radio on a monthly
basis. Listen at https://tinyurl.
com/3ws8psdn.
While he finishes preparing the documentary for its broadcast premiere in
Kansas City, Kendall has begun to upload a “preview” to a site where anyone
with access to the internet can view
it. The full program and additional
material to be included on the DVD
will be unveiled over a period of time.
Each week, a new “chapter” of the
show will appear, providing plenty of
time to absorb and assimilate all of the
information conveyed.
More information about how to access this online preview can be found
on the Prairie Hollow Productions’
website: prairiehollow.net.You can also
stay abreast of new developments by
following Prairie Hollow Productions
on Facebook. 
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Junior Wagon Master Booklets Enjoyed
It’s an exciting time! Museums and
parks are opening up and people are
“hitting the trail.” Because of this,
we have distributed over 750 Junior
Wagon Master booklets to most of
the 22 sites which stock our booklets.
Requests for booklets and patches are
also picking up. We have sent out over
20 booklets to individuals from New
Jersey to Washington state since midApril.
Trail traveler Mariano Atanassoy's
parent wrote:
“First of all, the book is a gem. One
ranger called it the “thesis of junior
ranger books.” We came across it by
accident, and we try to utilize the
NPS website for badges and patches
to chase. We were at Fort Larned, and
the ranger found an unopened package of wagon master books, when I
asked her for any materials we could
work on. She didn’t even have my son’s
age group; we’ve been working on the
next age level up, just to have something for him. Many rangers we came
across had never heard of it.
For us, it was a great way to make a
road trip super special, and tie the
places together. We could have gone to
some sites, and that would have been
interesting, but for the first time in my
adult life, by doing the wagon master
materials with my son, I have a much
clearer picture of the importance of
the Santa Fe Trail and the history of
the region. It sparked many “side trips”
on the internet, from our home, as we
prepared for the driving portion. We
were inspired to listen to the music,
look at maps, watch YouTube videos,
NPS websites, PBS documentaries,
and print/complete all other junior
ranger books, so we could focus on the
actual experience as we drove. The information in wagon masters helped us
to do this. It was hours and hours of
work at home prior to leaving, but we
had a good idea of what the trail was
about before boots hit the ground. It
made us excited!
Wagon Tracks

Trail traveler Mariano Atanassoy from
Nebraska enjoyed Wagon Master booklets.

The one problem we had was trying
to use mapping apps on the phone to
help us get to sites. We tried to follow
the book directions, but wish we could
type “Ralph’s Ruts” into GPS and
have it get us there. That would have
been handy. Perhaps it would be easier
to group the “side trips” with the sites
they’re related to, but I see why it’s
organized by activity category.
I wish schools had a resource like this,
to take kids on a virtual trail tour. I
wish I’d understood better, as a youth.
I feel like all of our understanding has
been expanded. What a journey!”
SFTA appreciates this input and we
are addressing some of the issues. Our
biggest problem is that when sites
replace personnel, the new workers
aren’t told of our program. It was suggested that our geocache bookmark be
sent with the booklets. This will give
the parents a GPS location for a lot of
the sites. It’s a work in progress.
--Janet Armstead, Program Director

7

7

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 35 [2021], Iss. 4, Art. 1

Multitude of Events Commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail
By Deb Goodrich, 200th Chair
The Santa Fe Trail 200 is moving
ahead like a steaming locomotive;
the events keep coming across the
length of the trail and beyond. This
is a sampling, of course, of the many
events that have been held and I look
forward to visiting even more sites
and enjoying the hard work of our
chapters and communities.
On May 2, I presented a program,
“The Civil War and the Santa Fe
Trail,” via Zoom to the Grand Army
of the Republic Civil War Museum
in Philadelphia. They have invited
me back for another presentation
featuring more stories of the Trail.
We are looking for ways to highlight
the Santa Fe Trail connections to
merchants and adventurers in Philadelphia.
Mingo Madness, celebrating 20 years
of geocaching, was held in Colby,
Kansas, in May. The event drew
visitors from around the nation and
abroad. Those who came to my table
could be divided into two groups:
those who had visited the Santa Fe
Trail geocaches and raved about
them and those who were unfamiliar and anxious to explore. It was
one of the most successful outreach
programs I have ever attended. The
SFTA maintains more than 70 geocaches along our route and they have
a high number of visitors. It has been
a very successful program in bringing
families and youth to the Trail.

cation at the Black Jack Ruts/Ivan
L. Boyd Memorial Prairie Preserve.
Kudos to the Douglas County Chapter of the SFTA for taking on this
important project and developing the
partnerships that ensured it would be
completed. A portion of the Trail is
ADA compliant so that more people
can enjoy the site and learn its history.
On June 11, folks in Council Grove,
Kansas, were treated to a concert
by our Honorary Chair, Michael
Martin Murphey. It was held in the
newly revamped amphitheater by the
Neosho River. The Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter of the SFTA worked
with the community to host a very
successful event, as evidenced by the
sell-out crowd. I had the opportunity
to address the crowd to thank Michael for his efforts and to promote
the 200th.
On June 12, Joanne VanCoevern and
I were tent hosts at the Symphony in
the Flint Hills. Thousands attended
the event, which had been cancelled
the past two years due to weather
and COVID. Four tents with various
speakers and presentations related to
the Santa Fe Trail. From Trail history
to environment, to the Kaw Nation’s
experiences on the Trail, to the mili-

tary on the Trail—the topics were
varied and presenters were engaging experts in their fields. Presenters
were: SFTA President Larry Short,
Chris Day, Janet Armstead, Pat Traffas, George Elmore, Sharon Haun,
Pauline Eads, Mark Brooks, Ken
Bellmard, Katie Lange, Tim Talbott,
Tom Eddy, Matthew Patton, Jerelyn
Ramirez, Andrew Isenberg, Dorothy
Hanna, Marla Matkin, Fran Levine,
Leo Oliva, Lynn Williams, Dave
Kendall, and Rex Buchanan. Michael
Martin Murphey joined us for a
panel discussion.
Also in June, I taught a class on
“Traders and Trading on the Santa
Fe Trail” for Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at KU. The three-session, 90-minute class was shared via
Zoom and, because of the internet,
the class was open to anyone regardless of location. I included Joanne
and Christine St. Vrain Fischahs as
guests and their contributions were
invaluable. Feedback from the class
has been excellent, and two students
even visited Santa Fe as a result.
June was incredibly busy. Joanne and
I also attended the Western Writers
of America conference in Loveland,
Colorado. Our mission was to encourage these writers to incorporate

On June 5, President Larry Short
and I were proud to join other
dignitaries from Douglas County,
Kansas, and the Kansas Department
of Transportation for the trail dedi-

Photo: Johnny D. Boggs

Other May events included those in
Dodge City with the rededication
of the DAR marker near there and
my speaking to the Dodge City/Fort
Dodge/Cimarron Chapters of the
SFTA. This was their first meeting in
some time due to COVID.

Michael Olsen, Christine St. Vrain-Fischahs, Joanne VanCoevern, and Deb Goodrich
were presenters at the Western Writers of American Conference.

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol35/iss4/1
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Nominees for SFTA Officers and Board of Directors Presented
The slate of nominees for officers and
board positions for the Santa Fe Trail
Association is presented by the nominating committee, chaired by Mike
Rogers. Other committee members
are Pat Traffas and Linda Colle.
According to the bylaws, the nominees will be presented for a vote by
the members of the Santa Fe Trail
Association at the general membership meeting on Saturday, September
25, at 8:00 a.m. in La Junta.
The Association’s current officers
were elected to a two-year term in
September 2019. They are eligible
to serve another two-year term until
September 2023. All have agreed
to serve another two-year term. The
nominating committee recommends
the current officers be elected to a
second term. They are:
Larry Short, President
Christine Day, Vice-President
Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer
Marcia Fox, Secretary
Board members are elected for a

Multitude of Events, continued
Santa Fe Trail stories into their writings, whether fiction or nonfiction.
Michael Olsen spoke about the literature already written about the Trail.
Joanne described research methods
and some of the subjects she found
most interesting. Christine St. VrainFischahs described her interest in the
Santa Fe Trail through her ancestor, Ceran St. Vrain. There was tremendous interest in the stories and
events. Many attendees commented
how much they learned through
the panel discussion. Past copies of
Wagon Tracks flew off the table. It was
gratifying to learn how many writers
are already working on projects that
contain Trail stories. We achieved
tremendous outreach and built new
relationships that we hope to foster
in the coming years.
Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2021
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four-year term, which will begin
following their election at the 2021
SFTA membership meeting, to be
held in La Junta, Colorado on September 25, 2021. Board members will
serve until September 2025. There
are two exceptions. Nominee Merideth Humra was appointed to fill an
unexpired term in September 2019.
She is eligible to be elected to her
first full term. Also, Rich Lawson was
appointed to fill an unexpired term
in February 2018. Rich is eligible to
serve his first full term as a director.
Director Nominees
Janet Armstead, Wamego KS

Janet recently retired from teaching
music for over 40 years in Kansas
public schools. Janet has been a life
member of the Santa Fe Trail Association since 2014. She currently
chairs the Education Committee
and is the director of the widely acclaimed Junior Wagon Master Program. She is a member of the Bent’s
Fort and Dodge City/Ft Dodge/
Cimarron Chapters. Janet has reOur podcast, "Tales of the Trail," is
being produced and distributed by
TruckersRadioUSA.com. The weekly
podcasts air throughout the week on
this site and on our SantaFeTrail200.
org site. This partnership is incredibly
generous on their behalf. Michael
Martin Murphey recorded the intros and I provide the content. The
recording is done in the studio of
Jim and Martha Farrell in Towanda,
Kansas.
Andy Obermueller, who serves on
our national committee, has launched
a new magazine, Ad Astra Eating:
Real Kansas Food. The inaugural issue contains an article I wrote about
Chef Walter Staib’s visit to the Trail.
The magazine focuses on out-ofthe-way, unique, and classic food and
venues across the Sunflower State.
Find it on Facebook.
Wagon Tracks

ceived the Educator Award, Award
of Merit, and the Ambassador Award
from the Santa Fe Trail Association
for her successful efforts and contributions to the Association. Janet
is also chair of the Fort Larned Old
Guard organization.
Linda Ballinger, Baldwin City KS

Linda was born and raised in Baldwin City, famous for the Black Jack
Ruts, a must-see site on the Santa
Fe Trail. In 1996 Linda joined the
Santa Fe Historical Society of Douglas County. Later she served on the
board of directors. She is currently
vice president of the Douglas County
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association. As an active member of the
Baldwin community, Linda has twice
been named Chamber of Commerce
Volunteer of the Year. She has been
active in many local civic, theatre,
arts and church organizations. In her
early years, Linda was Queen of the
local Maple Leaf Festival, an event
she has never missed attending. In
2020 she was Grand Marshall of the
continued next page
Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage
Area has developed an app with tours
to sites in the FFNHA, including
one for the 13 Santa Fe Trail sites in
Douglas County. The Santa Fe Trail
Landmark Tour is approximately 30
miles long, taking the visitor through
Baldwin City, farmland, and scenic
native prairies.
Meetings have continued with partners in Oklahoma City. Both the
Oklahoma Historical Society and the
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum are working closely
with the SFTA to incorporate stories
of the SFT into exhibits and educational outreach.
I’m looking forward to many more
experiences this year and beyond.
There are so many people working
so hard to do amazing things. I am
honored to have a small role. 
9
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Maple Leaf Parade.
Debbie Calhoun, Cimarron KS

Debbie Calhoun actually grew up
playing on the Santa Fe Trail. The
Trail ran through her family’s farm
west of Ingalls, Kansas. Debbie is the
vice president of the Dodge City/Ft.
Dodge/Cimarron Chapter and is a
life member of the Santa Fe Trail Association. She is a past board member
of the Gray County Library and a former member of the Kansas State Extension Executive Board. Her family
is one of the founding owners of Irsik
and Doll Feed Services, a grain marketing and cattle feeding organization
headquartered in Cimarron, Kansas.
Recently, Debbie joined the board of
directors of a local community bank.
Dennis Ditmanson, Las Vegas, NM

After Dennis received a degree in
American Western History, he spent a
distinguished career with the National
Park Service. His notable assignments
were Chief Ranger at Bent’s Fort,
Superintendent at Custer Battlefield,
Pecos, and Ft. Union. Dennis is a former manager of the Old Spanish Trail
Association. He is a board member of
the Historical Society of New Mexico
and a member of the Corazon de Los
Caminos Chapter of the Santa Fe
Trail Association.
Merideth Hmura, Albuquerque, NM

Merideth was appointed to the board
in 2019. Merideth brings extensive
experience in marking the Santa Fe
Trail through her thirty-five-year involvement with the Daughters of the
American Revolution. She is currently
treasurer of the DAR in New Mexico.
She serves on the Santa Fe Trail Association/DAR Task Force. Merideth
is also a member of the board of directors of the Westerners, an organization that enjoys Southwestern history.
Merideth is using her research skills to
find four “lost” DAR markers in New
Mexico. Merideth’s second greatgrandfather was a wagonmaster on the
Santa Fe Trail.

Rich Lawson, Warrensburg, MO

Rich grew up in eastern Missouri.
After receiving his BA and serving in
the U. S. Navy, he returned home and
started a 45-year career with Edward
Jones in Warrensburg, Missouri. He
developed an interest in local history
and served on numerous historical
committees and boards. A visit to Arrow Rock, Missouri, intensified his
interest in the Santa Fe Trail. Later
Rich purchased 8.5 acres on a bluff in
Arrow Rock. He discovered it was the
famous site of the Arrow Rock Ferry,
the one Becknell crossed in 1821.
Since being appointed to the board of
the Santa Fe Trail Association, Rich
has headed up a very successful fund
raising program.
Alexa Roberts, Belen, NM

Alexa Roberts received her Master's
Degree and Ph.D. in Anthropology
from the University of New Mexico.
Alexa worked as an anthropologist for
the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department for six years. From
1994 to 2001 she was an anthropologist for the NPS assigned to the Intermountain Region Office in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. She served as National
Park Service Superintendent of the
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site, for six years. For the next
eleven years Alexa was head of the
High Plains Group for the National
Park Service. This included responsibility for the National Historic Sites
of Bent’s Old Fort, Sand Creek Massacre, and Capulin Volcano. Presently
Alexa is retired, but is a NPS volunteer and board chairman of the Sand
Creek Massacre Foundation.
Alexa Roberts has published several
papers and has made countless presentations on subjects ranging from historic preservation to tribal history and
culture. She has received over twenty
grants and awards for meritorious service and leadership. 
---Mike Rogers, Chair
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Revised American Solar
Challenge (ASC) Schedule
The American Solar Challenge is a
college-level competition organized by
the Innovators Educational Foundation
to design, build, and drive solar-powered
cars in a cross-country rally.
Independence, MO: August 2 - 3
August 2 from 12 p.m. – 7 p.m., Independence Square for display day. At 9
a.m. on August 3, teams start down the
Old Trail to Santa Fe.
Council Grove, KS: August 3
From 12 p.m. - 2:45 p.m., first stop
(checkpoint) of the ASC in Council
Grove, KS, at the Council Grove Junior
Senior High School off Main Street.
McPherson, KS: August 3 - 4
August 3 from 2:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
for a stage point. Depart morning of
August 4 at 10:00 a.m., passing Fort
Larned National Historic Site.
Dodge City, KS: August 4
12:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. outside of the
Dodge City Convention and Visitors
Bureau and Boot Hill Museum.
La Junta, CO: August 4 - 5
Checkpoint at Bent’s Old Fort National
Historic Site in La Junta, CO, on August 4 from 3:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and
August 5 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
This far along in the challenge, the car
arrivals will be staggered. Most cars are
expected to reach the fort on August 5,
but a few may trickle in on the evening
of August 4.
Las Vegas, NM: August 6 - 7
Arrive on August 6 for a stage point
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. after looping out to Fort Union National Monument. At 9:00 a.m. on August 7, depart
for a final loop to Santa Fe and back,
passing Pecos National Historic Park,
and back to Las Vegas. The solar cars
will start returning to Las Vegas around
12 p.m. for the finish line. They will remain on display until at least 5 p.m..
Additional information can be found at
www.nps.gov/safe/getinvolved/american-solar-challenge.htm 
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Project to Digitize Lee Kroh U.S.G.S. Quads Completed
By Gary L. Hicks, President, KCAHTA,
Lifetime SFTA Member
(See previous article on page 17 of the May
2020 issue of Wagon Tracks)

The passing of Lee Kroh in February 2019, co-founder of the Kansas
City Area Historic Trails Association
(KCAHTA), inspired a project to benefit scholars, historians, educators, students, researchers, and the public-atlarge. The project: to photographically
digitize 262 of 342 U.S.G.S Quadrangle Topographical Maps (Quads)
used by Lee to map and mark:
•

•
•

•

Independence, Missouri
Quad_No 23

The complete historic route of
the Santa Fe Trails between old
Franklin, Missouri, and Santa Fe,
New Mexico, including alignments of both the Mountain
Route and Cimarron Route
Segments of the congruent
Oregon-California Trails in the
Kansas City region

Historic Ft. Leavenworth-to-Ft.
Scott Military Road (including
portions which traversed through
Johnson - Wyandotte - Leavenworth Counties of Kansas of the
general Kansas City area.)
Territorial roads in the Kansas
City region

KCAHTA is pleased to announce the
project is now complete. The Quad
originals, and other items of his personal estate gifted to KCAHTA by
the Kroh family, are secured and archived within the “Lee and Dorothy
Kroh Collection of the KCAHTA
Archives” at the Mabee Learning
Commons on campus at MidAmerica
Nazarene University, Olathe, Kansas.
These Quad files with their associated metadata can now be publicly
accessed at www.kansasmemory.org/
category/14145 .
Tasks critical to effectively complete
the landmark Quad digitization project included:

Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2021
Augustby
2021

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Funding: Donations of $2,550
were provided by 26 members of
KCAHTA, including SFTA life
member Louise Hicks who donated $1,000.
Copyright transfer of the Kroh
Quads to KCAHTA

Inventory and organize all Quads,
assessing conditions and perform
required minor repairs
Develop master list of Quad inventory

On new State Index Maps, highlight Quad areas associated with
frontier trail routes
Ongoing Quad project team reviews

Development of metadata, protocols, etc., for online access
Upload files to www.kansasmemory.org/category/14145

The following dedicated and skilled
project team members are commended for their distinquished achievement
to bring this project from concept to
production to the reality of online
public access.

Wagon Tracks

KCAHTA: Bob Courtney (Chair,
Archives Committee), Lila Aamodt,
Craig Voorhees, Ross Marshall, and
Gary Hicks. (Honorable mention to
KCAHTA webmaster Jean CoupalSmith)
MidAmerica Nazarene University:
Lon Dagley

Kansas Historical Society: Michael
Church, Dylan Sweyko-Kuhlman, and
Benjamin Epps.
Guidelines and instructions will soon
be made available at www.kcahta.org
for effective usage of the digitized
Kroh Quad files. The photographically
digitized Quads files have superb detail. The original paper Quads, in their
fragile condition, will not be handled
nor futher accessed, except as rarely
authorized.
Lee Kroh’s hobby of mapping historic
frontier trails on his U.S.G.S. Quads
is now digitized for public use. It is
fitting to complete this project in
2021, which marks 200 years since
the Santa Fe Trail began its tenure as
the first commercial highway between
the United States and the country of
Mexico. 
11
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Special Lodging Rates
Following is the current status (as of mid July) of lodging in
La Junta for the week of the Symposium. Phone numbers and
information may be found on the Lodging page of the SFT
200th Bicentennial Symposium website: 2021sfts.com. When
reserving rooms, please indicate you are with the Santa Fe
Trail.
 Hampton Inn – booked (no availability)

 Holiday Inn -booked (no availability)
 Stagecoach –
 Midtown –
 Econo Lodge: $79.99 (2 beds)
 La Junta Inn: $55 (double); $60 (king)
Camping is available at the John Martin Reservoir "Hasty
Campground" about 32 minutes from Bent's Old Fort. The
next closest motel and camping options are either in Lamar
or Pueblo, Colorado, each about an hour's drive away.
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American Indians and the Santa Fe Trail
By James Riding In, Ph.D.
Submitted to the National Park Service.
Santa Fe, New Mexico, June 23, 2009
Preface
The axiom that the winners interpret
history rings true when it comes to
the Santa Fe Trail and its enduring
legacy. The extent of this problem
became exceedingly clear to me on
August 18, 2008, as I drove westward
on U.S. 56, a stretch of highway in
southeastern Kansas near where
animal-powered wagons once hauled
people and goods over this famous
trail that connected Missouri and
New Mexico. I was en route to four
surviving landmarks along the trail’s
route. Although I was crossing the
southern periphery of lands once
claimed by my Pawnee ancestors, the
overcast skies, along with my critical
reflections about the horrors of the
past and the dramatic changes in the
land, added to a gloomy feeling that
had overtaken me earlier that day. In
addition to considering the legacy of
colonialism, I thought about the vast
array of stereotypical misrepresentations found in the Euroamericans’ intellectual thoughts and popular culture that cast the Pawnees, Comanches, Cheyennes, Kiowas, Arapahos,
and other Indigenous peoples whose
lands was penetrated by the trail, as
backward, warlike savages who had
nothing better to do than raid lumbering trains, taking innocent lives
and plundering without remorse.
It was as if the ideology of manifest destiny has taken on a new life.
What historians, in conjunction with
scholars from other academic disciplines, and popular culture have done
is to tell a story of Indian relations
with the trail that is woefully lacking,
superficial, damaging, and often devoid of reality. With notable exceptions, their collective views about this
history closely parallels that of those
individuals whose written descriptions of their experiences on the trail
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tell the story of civilization beset by
savagery.
My first stop on this journey of discovery was at the site of Fort Zarah,
an installation constructed by U.S.
soldiers in 1864 to protect trail traffic
from Indians. Abandoned five years
later, settlers looking for building
materials literally dismantled the
post’s buildings. In the twentiethcentury, the state of Kansas constructed a roadside park on the site.
On that August day, green grass,
trees, and a few picnic tables covered
that few acres of land. A large marker
erected by the Kansas Historical
Society and State Highway Commission on the property, reads:
In 1825 the Federal government
surveyed the Santa Fe trail, [a]
trade route from western Missouri to Santa Fe. Treaties with
the Kansas and Osage Indians
safeguarded the eastern end of the
road but Plains Tribes continued to
make raids. Fort Zarah was one of
a chain of forts built on the trail to
protect wagon trains and guard settlers. It was established in 1864 by
Gen. Samuel R. Curtis and named
for his son, Maj. H. Zarah Curtis,
who had been killed in the Baxter
Springs massacre, October 6, 1863.
The fort was built of sandstone
quarried in near-by bluffs.
Fort Zarah was successfully defended against an attack by 100
Kiowas on October 2, 1868. It was
abandoned in 1869.
The marker’s narrative reflects an
enduring problem with the trail’s
history; that is, nineteenth-century
discourses depicting Indians as a
threat to the country’s economic and
political development continue to be
displayed publicly. It did not offer the
slightest hint at the harm that the
trail brought Indians or why Kiowas
had attacked the fort. Moreover, it
did not suggest that Indians relations
with the trail did not always involve
Wagon Tracks

violent conflict.
After spending about twenty minutes
there, I drove a few miles farther
along the same road to Pawnee Rock.
Seemingly surrounded by endless
acres of flat farmland, this sandstone
formation had once been an important landmark for several generations
of trail travelers. Before then, it was
part of a vitally important life-sustaining cultural landscape for Indian
nations, in part because of its position within the heartland of buffalo
country. Various manmade objects,
including a twenty-foot high obelisk
monument, an observation platform,
and a series of historical markers,
stand atop of this outcropping. One
of the signs states that the Pawnees
left their towns in Nebraska and
Kansas during the summer to hunt
during the peak time of travel on the
trail, but that
Because the trail travelers and the
Indians usually left each other
alone, outright fighting was unusual. Tensions erupted only eighteen
times in a twenty-nine-year period
from 1822 and 1851. Most of the
fights were within twenty miles
from this site.
Signs spread over the bluff ’s surface,
which had been reduced in height
by the quarrying activities of Euroamerican settlers, contain descriptions of the bluff given by such noted
travelers as George C. Sibley, Josiah
Gregg, and Susan Magoffin. Artistic
depictions on the signs include the
images of a mounted “Pawnee chief,”
mounted Indian buffalo hunters, and
moving wagon trains. Words on the
obelisk monument, apparently written at an earlier date than the historical signs, honor “the brave men
and women who passing over the old
Santa Fe Trail, endured the hardships
of frontier life, and blazed the path
of civilization for posterity.” Interestingly, none of the signs mention what
happened to the Indigenous peoples
17
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who once thrived in that area. It was
as if they simply vanished.

used by farmers, it had been a crystal
clear stream.

Farther down the road is the Santa
Fe Trail Center. Inside of the building, a placard notes that the Wichita
Indians had resided in that area when
Coronado’s expedition visited there
in 1541. Blurbs on a wall sign provide
more historical depth than did the
historical markers at Fort Zarah and
Pawnee Rock. One states: “Relationships between Plains Indians and
traders ranged from cooperation to
conflict. At least one tribe, the Wyandots, invested in the trade. But the
introduction of diseases and alcohol,
and coercion to sign treaties giving
up their historic homelands threatened Indians’ very existence.” It also
declares: “In the mid-1860s, the U.S.
army began a series of campaigns to
place Plains tribes on reservations.”
Aside from this sprinkling of information, the exhibit’s curator(s) showed
no apparent inclination to deal with
matters involving the depopulation,
subjugation, and displacement of Indians with substantive details. Rather,
the facility’s exhibits devote more
space to archaeology than the dynamics of nineteenth-century Indian relations with the trail.

Inside of the visitor’s center, I spoke to
a NPS park ranger, briefly mentioning
that my visit was part of my research
about Indian relations with the trail
and that the NPS was the sponsor of
the project. Echoing what appeared
to be a well-rehearsed refrain, he declared that the U.S. army had founded
the post as protection from destructive
Indian raids. Challenging his use of
coded language that essentially described Indians in stereotypical terms,
I asked him if it was possible that the
destructive impacts of Euroamerican
encroachments had precipitated the
warfare. He responded by shifting
his discussion to the Indian practice
of taking Euroamerican captives,
without noting that Euroamericans
often took and mistreated Indian captives. From there, I toured the facility.
In addition to offering information
about the post’s history through wall
signs, paintings, and NPS personnel,
the center also provides a slideshow
about the fort’s history, much of which
centers on U.S. military campaigns
against Indians from an uncritical
viewpoint.

From there I drove on Kansas Highway 156 to Fort Larned, a restored
U.S. Army post consisting of nine
restored buildings standing near the
banks of the Pawnee River, once
called Pawnee Fork, under National
Park Service (NPS) management. The
roadside sign pointing to the facility
includes a metal image of a mounted
cavalryman. After parking, I snapped
photographs of the metal images of
four U.S. infantrymen standing across
the access road at the edge of a field.
I then walked toward the fort, which
was partially visible through the tall
verdant trees lining the river. Not
knowing what to expect from a river
that bears the name of my people, I
was shocked by what I saw. Standing atop of the cement bridge that
spanned the river, I stared in disbelief
at the putrid, green, and stagnant water. Before pesticides became widely

On that August day, it was as if I had
entered a place that time had forgotten. My visits to these four historical
sites reinforced what I had learned
from the research component of this
project that involved reading hundreds
of published primary and secondary
materials. Today, contemporary sources continue to express the trail’s history in a distorted fashion that often relies on both coded and overt language
derived from nineteenth-century discourses of conquest used to rationalize
U.S. expansion into Indian lands. The
outcome of this collective exercise in
colonial history is evident. Repetitive
recitals of this history through books,
roadside markers, oral presentations,
and popular culture expressions objectify Indians as “savage” threats while
denying the destructive consequences
of U.S. expansionistic policies and
settlement. Stated another way, written history about the trail is marred by
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conscious and protracted attempts to
absolve Euroamericans of culpability
for their acts of aggression that had
such a detrimental impact on Indian
life. Equally problematic is that this
history rarely tells how much of the
trail’s history involved acts of friendly
and cooperative interaction between
Indians and non-Indians, including
Mexicans and Euroamericans.
Fortunately, NPS personnel who recognize the shortcomings about the
trail’s historiography regarding Indians
have taken an important step to remedy the problem by funding this project. Most of the resulting research was
conducted at Arizona State University
(ASU) from 2002 to 2008. I also took
three trips to the University of New
Mexico to examine sources held there
in its non-circulating special collection. A Wassaja grant from the Fort
McDowell Yavapai Nation also supported part of this research.
This project could not have been completed without the assistance of others.
I wish to thank the graduate and undergraduate students who assisted me
with the arduous research component.
They include Sarah Manning, Joseph
Sarcinella III (Lakota), Gordon Adams (Pawnee), Lorraine Billy (White
Mountain Apache), Ashley Cassidy,
Maylynn Riding In (Pawnee/Santa
Ana Pueblo), and Annabelle Bowen
(Diné/Seneca). I wish to also acknowledge the staff at ASU’s Hayden
Library who willingly shared their
extensive knowledge of the primary
and secondary sources in the special
collections department with project
research assistants and myself. Especially helpful were Robert Spindler,
Head, Archives and Special Collections; Dr. Christine Marin, Archivist;
Michael Lotstein, Assistant Archivist;
Milly Kowalski; Patricia Etter, Librarian; Joyce Martin, Librarian; Sue McNamara, and Roann Monson. At the
University of New Mexico, Ann M.
Massmann of the Center for Southwest Studies in Zimmerman Library
also provided invaluable assistance.
It is hoped that NPS personnel will
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use this study to provide the public a
more accurate understanding about
the range of human interaction that
occurred between Indians and nonIndians on the trail and that the trail,
which was part of a larger process of
imperialism, had severe and lingering
consequences for several dozens of
Indian nations whose ancestors were
uprooted to make way for U.S. settlement.
Chapter 1: Introduction
This research examines Indian relations with the Santa Fe Trail. Founded
in the early 1820s by Euroamericans
on the tracks of Indian trails and
driven by the lure of lucrative trading
opportunities with Mexico’s northern
province of New Mexico, the trail
quickly grew into a major commercial
thoroughfare that transported merchandise, livestock, and people across
nearly nine hundred miles of terrain.
The trail was the first Euroamerican
road to penetrate the Great Plains,
passing though Indian country.
In the 1820s, the landscape where the
trail ran was inhabited, claimed, or
used by a rich diversity of Indigenous
peoples from nearly a dozen different
Indian nations. Over the next fifty or
so years, Indians from numerous Indian nations would interact in a variety
of contexts, ranging from cooperation
to warfare, with trail travelers who began their journeys both in the United
States and Mexico. Before railway
cars replaced lumbering caravans of
oxen-driven wagons as the primary
carrier of goods and people through
this region, the U.S. military would
gradually establish a firm foothold in
the contested land despite recurring
Indian expressions of opposition and
acts of armed resistance to the invasion. By the late 1860s, U.S. territorial
expansion would see to it that there
would be no Indian lands or peoples
left along the trail. The survivors of
this campaign of ethnic cleansing were
placed on reservations in Wyoming,
New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
Before this campaign ran its course,
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impacted Indian nations made decisions about whether to cooperate,
capitulate, retreat, resist, or collaborate
with the intruders. Indians who had
been removed to the eastern edge of
the plains and placed in Kansas from
the 1820s to the 1840s generally followed a policy of accommodation
with the U.S. government and trail
travelers, while Plains Indians usually
had a tense if not volatile relationship
with the trail and U.S. and Mexican
governments.
Taking a broad temporal and spatial
approach to examine elements of this
history, this study focuses on patterns
of contact that developed through
Indian contacts with Euromericans,
Spaniards, and Mexicans both before
and after the trail’s establishment. A
premise of this study is that geopolitical, environmental, and demographic
conditions influenced how Indians
interacted with the trail. The geographic focus of this research extends
beyond the narrow swath that linked
New Mexico and Missouri to include
surrounding Indigenous peoples.
Causing ripples that spanned outward
from its epicenter, the trail was part of
a process of territorial expansion that
unleashed dramatic political forces
that spread over a wide region. Moreover, the trail was part of a process of
colonial expansionism.
Historiography is another principal
concern of this study. An annotated
bibliography with nearly fifteen hundred entries is an important outcome.
As the trail’s history unfolded, U.S.
society created an ever-increasing
body of primary and secondary literature based largely on stereotypical
misrepresentations telling how brave
and adventurous pioneers triumphed
over Indian savagery. This discourse
has had an astounding longevity
with profound consequences. It allows for hegemonic forces that lack
accountability to Indigenous peoples
to control the dialogue. Some of the
literature belittles Indians as infantile
brutes who needed the guiding hand
of Euroamerican enlightenment to
deliver them from the depths of their
Wagon Tracks

violent cultural depravity. Echoing this
value judgment, scholars have told the
story of the Santa Fe Trail by drawing
on the language of racism. In doing
so, they use masks of Indian inferiority and white American superiority
to disguise the harsh and oppressive
treatment meted out by U.S. society.
The purpose of this study is to gain a
more comprehensive understanding
of American Indian relations with the
trail. It seeks to accomplish this goal
by compiling an extensive annotated
bibliography of primary and secondary
sources and a calendar of contact. The
third and final outcome is a critical assessment of the trail’s impact on four
Indian nations.
My research has uncovered at least ten
relatively unknown facts that are important to this study.
A first fact is that the trail cut through
lands belonging to at least twelve distinct Indian nations. Oriented in an
east-to-west direction, these nations
are the Osages, Kaws, Pawnees, Comanches, Kiowas, Plains [or Kiowa]
Apaches, Utes, Jicarilla Apaches,
and Pecos Pueblo. The culturally
and linguistically related Osages and
Kaws [or Kansa] claimed lands that
stretched from what became Missouri
westward onto the plains. Since the
late 1700s, peoples of both of these
nations had hunted extensively along
the Arkansas River, where the trail
would run. Pawnee lands extended
southward from near the Missouri
River to at least the Arkansas River.
With their towns situated along the
Platte, Loup, and Republican rivers, they regularly hunted within
the southern range of their territory.
Comanche territory, often called Comanchería, reached southward from
the Arkansas River to southern Texas.
Kiowa, along with their Plains Apache
allies, had moved from the Black
Hills to the Arkansas River in the
early 1800s. Ute lands extended from
the Rockies into southern Colorado
and northern New Mexico. Jicarilla
Apache lands covered an area that
included southern Colorado, north19
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eastern New Mexico, as well as parts of
the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles.
Located on the banks of the Pecos
River in New Mexico, Pecos Pueblo
was the only permanent town along
the trail’s route. Indians of this region
often struggled among themselves over
control of these lands.
Three other peoples arrived within
a few years of the trail’s inception.
Cheyennes and Arapahos, who migrated southward along the eastern slope of
the Rockies, established a homeland on
the north side of the upper Arkansas
River valley. In 1826, Shawnees pushed
out of Missouri by Euroamerican pressure began to reestablish their lives on
a reservation in eastern Kansas bisected
by the trail. Other Shawnees removed
from Ohio would join them within a
few years.
A second fact is that the thirteen nations had their own languages, histories, and customs. Despite this diversity, it is possible to categorize them in
three broad groupings based on shared
cultural characteristics. The first group
consists of town-dwelling Osages,
Kaws, and Pawnees who had integrated
horses into their cultures and sustained
themselves by blending agriculture and
hunting with trading. Living in towns
situated along waterways, they raised
crops of corns, beans, pumpkins, and
squash near their towns while conducting activities involving extended buffalo hunts about half of each year. They
procured buffalo for food, ceremonial
purposes, and materials with which to
manufacture clothing, utensils, and tent
covers. Deer and elk were other important sources of protein and hides. Each
of them engaged in varying degrees of
trade with foreigners and other Indians. Another trait of this group is that
although they had treaty relations with
the U.S. government, they lived free of
foreign domination. Although they experienced episodes of conflict with Euroamericans, none of them ever warred
against the U.S. government.
Consisting of Comanches, Kiowas,
Kiowa Apaches, Cheyennes, Arapahos,
Utes, and Jicarilla Apaches, the second

group led highly mobile lives, often referred to as nomadism in scholarly jargon, made feasible by the integration of
horses into their cultures. Living free of
foreign domination, each of them subsisted by extensive buffalo hunting and
trading. They exchanged hides, furs,
and horses for firearms, metal utensils,
and other manufactured items. For
most of them, their relations with the
U.S. government vacillated from peace
to warfare. For Indians, warfare was the
least common form of interaction with
trail travelers and the U.S. government,
but in the end it was the most harmful.
The extent of warfare varied from one
nation to the next. Cheyennes managed to avoid warfare with the U.S.
government, and the trail, until the late
1850s, but years of intermittent conflict
with Euroamericans raged until the
1870s when the cumulative effects of
warfare ultimately broke their ability
to resist. On the other hand, concerted
Comanche resistance probably started
in 1829, when the first U.S. troops
performed escort duty on the trail, and
continued sporadically until the mid1870s; then they too suffered military
defeat. For all members of this group
during those times of warfare, it was
their mobility, knowledge of the terrain, and expertise in guerilla warfare
that frustrated U.S. forces and trail
travelers.
Shawnees and Pecos made up the third
group. The Shawnees are actually part
of a larger cluster of Indians nations, or
elements of them, that had been displaced by U.S. expansion and removed
from their Great Lake and old Northwest Territories land to reservations in
eastern Kansas. They are the Delawares,
Wyandots, Kickapoos, Potawatomis,
Miamis, Sauk [Sacs], Foxes, Chippewa, Peorias, Piankeshaws, Weas, Illinois, Ottawas, Senecas, Iroquois, and
Munsees. To the south in Oklahoma,
Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, many of whom
had survived the infamous “trails of
tears” death marches, lived within the
boundaries of their respective territories. These were town-dwelling peoples
whose traditional economics consisted
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of a mix of hunting, agricultural production, and trading. Some, such as
Wyandots, Cherokees, and Chickasaws
[or elements of them], at the urging of
Christian missionaries, had embarked
on the path of accommodation and acculturation, while the more traditional
Shawnees and Delawares sought to
carry on the customary life of their
ancestors. Facing devastation at the
hands of the U.S. colonizers, these later
peoples adopted a policy of accommodation in their relations with the
U.S. government. They agreed to move
west in large part to preserve their
sovereignty, but, by the time of their
removal, they had effectively lost their
independence. In Kansas, they increasingly lived under the domination U.S.
officials and missionaries.
The trail passed neared the pueblo, situated near the banks of the Pecos River
since about the year 1300. The town
was a multistory complex with 700
rooms laid out in a quadrangle shape.
A mixture of planting, hunting, and
trade sustained its inhabitants. Located
on the western fringe of the plains,
their town had for many years been an
important trading center that brought
Plains Indians, Pueblos, Apaches, and
others there for the purpose of trade.
Regarding their political status, they
had fallen under Spanish domination
in the early 1600s. But by 1821, they
had suffered sharp population losses
from recurring epidemics and warfare. In 1838, the seventeen survivors
abandoned their homes and moved
westward into the Jemez Mountains,
where the inhabitants of Jemez Pueblo
accepted and incorporated them into
Jemez society. After that, the decaying old pueblo on the Pecos became
an important trail landmark that was
subjected to Euroamerican mythology
about the origins of the pueblo.
A third fact is that, despite these
cultural differences, those in all four
groupings shared common assumptions regarding the sacredness of their
universe, their place on Mother Earth,
and their symbiotic relationship with
the plants and animals on which they
depended for subsistence. They beAugust 202120
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lieved that the Creator had endowed
bears, buffalos, deer, beavers, and other
animals with healing knowledge and
power that could be conveyed to them
through dreams, visions, and supernatural encounters. Animals could
not be taken for food without an offering of thanks to their spirits. Those
Plains Indians in groups one and two
discussed above claimed ownership
over the vast herds of buffalo on the
plains. The land that sustained them,
along with their place on it, occupied
a place of preeminence in their respective spiritual lives, ceremonialism, and
worldviews.1
In their separate ways, each of them
communicated with the earth, flora,
fauna, and universe through prayers,
songs, dances, symbolic offerings, and
ceremonies. They gave meaning to
their surroundings in their respective languages. Referring to how the
Osages, or Children of the Middle
Waters, established a spiritual connection with the land, animals, and their
Creator, Wah’Kon-Tah, Osage scholar
John Joseph Mathews, wrote:
But when they came, this was one
of first things they did; they gave all
these animals and birds and insects
names because they would use them
as symbols, and transmute their
special power which Wah’Kon-Tah
had give them, and had not given
the Children of the Middle Waters.
The Children would transmute
these power through the agency of
prayer-song, and use them vicariously, making them a part of their
own bodies and spirit, even charging
them with their dreams and their
fears and their urges, so that the
symbols might give back to them
that with which they had been
charged.2
A fourth fact is that the nineteenthcentury United States, even before its
sending military support to the trail
traffic in 1829, had chosen to become
an imperialistic nation that relied on
such methods as warfare, diplomacy,
coercion, deception, and bribery in its
dealings with Indians. Following their
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revolutionary war, Euroamericans, carrying a heightened sense of privilege
and greed for lands belonging to others, began an aggressive movement of
territorial expansion that essentially
uprooted and displaced thousands of
Indigenous landowners for almost a
century. The vanguard of advancing
settlers reached the banks of the Mississippi River in the early 1800s and
the West Coast by the mid 1840s.
Along the way, U.S. officials instigated
a successful imperialistic war against
Mexico. Indians from many different
nations in the way ultimately fell under the weight of expansion, becoming
subjected to foreign domination.
A fifth fact is that the trail played an
overt role in diminishing the inherent
sovereignty of affected Indian nations.
From time immemorial, over the ages
and throughout time, Indian nations
had exercised inherent powers of selfgovernment over their lands and peoples as well as outsiders within their
lands. Emanating from their respective
creation stories and cultural experiences rooted deeply in the history of
this continent, Indians nations, before
their subjugation under colonial domination, governed themselves in accordance with their respective beliefs,
values, and customs. They viewed the
passing of uninvited travelers through
their lands as trespassing, an offense
punishable by the confiscation of the
intruders’ personal property, corporal
punishment, and death in the case of
defiance to an order to leave. At the
least, they expected gifts, or tolls, for
the right to passage, which were oftentimes, but not always, provided.
It must be pointed out that members
of U.S. and Mexican societies willfully violated Indian sovereignty by
failing to obtain prior consent from
the appropriate Indian nations before
embarking on their journeys. This
problem was partially, if not belatedly,
resolved in 1825 when U.S. commissioners obtained right-of-way treaties
with two of Indian nations whose
lands touched the trail, but no further
attempt was taken to acquire such
approval from other Indian stakeholdWagon Tracks

ers until years later. An unresolved
problem of sovereignty was the harm
that interlopers created by conducting
ruthless hunting activities, a common infraction of Indian law that led
to recurring incidents of conflict. By
the early 1830s, those Indians whose
livelihood depended on these animals
had begun to feel the consequences of
the slaughter and disruptions of the
herds. Their complaints mostly fell on
deaf ears.
Most Euroamericans expressed contempt for the idea of Indians having
authority over them. Although early
nineteenth-century U.S. officials recognized the sovereignty of Indigenous
nations and dealt with them on a
government-to-government basis,
they usually viewed the Indians’ use of
force against Euroamericans as acts of
criminality. Responding to calls from
traders and western politicians for
protection, U.S. policymakers gradually amassed a strong military presence throughout the region to control
Indians, a term meaning to infringe
on the Indians’ sovereignty. In 1827,
the U.S. army established Cantonment
Leavenworth just north of the trail
in eastern Kansas to protect the trail
and maintain peace among Indian nations. Two years later, amid reports of
increasing Indian opposition to the
flow of traffic, U.S. officials sent troops
to escort caravans en route to Santa
Fe. Other troops were assigned to
escort caravans at different times over
the years. By the mid-1860s, when
Indian resistance on the trail had been
reduced to five Indian nations—Comanches, Kiowas, Plains Apaches,
Cheyennes, and Arapahos—the U.S.
army garrisoned numerous cavalry and
infantry units at Forts Leavenworth,
Zarah, Larned, Dodge, Lyon, and
Union. Additionally, Forts Harker,
Riley, and Wallace stood north of the
trail in Kansas.
Focusing their attention on the interrelated objectives of squashing Indian
sovereignty, acquiring new lands
around the trail, and terminating
Indian resistance, U.S. policymakers
turned to the familiar pattern of nego21
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tiating removal treaties and subjecting Indians to assimilation programs.
When these efforts failed, the U.S.
military took the field.
A sixth fact is that Euroamericans in
Missouri as well as Mexicans [as did
the Spaniards before them] in New
Mexico recognized the risk of trespassing on Indian country. For this
reason, in 1821 William Becknell,
along with his small group of fellow
traders, departed Missouri equipped
with firearms for protection and
hunting. Virtually every other subsequent male trail travelers, whether
their journey began in New Mexico
or Missouri, carried firearms for the
same purposes.
A seventh fact is that to date there
have been very few American Indian
scholarly expressions about history,
and significantly fewer about the
Santa Fe Trail. This dearth of Indian
perspectives literally means that the
Euroamericans’ framing of and hegemony over this area of study has gone
largely unchallenged. Although the
number of American Indian scholars
trained in history has grown slowly
over the past few decades, academia
often loathes our perspectives. Reflecting this point, Dakota scholar
Waziyatawin writes, “As an institution of colonialism, the academy has
used the veil of objectivity to normalize and codify their own vision of the
world, so that other visions may be
characterized as subjective.”3
An eighth fact is that the governments of the United States and Mexico, as had Spain, based their claims
to Indian lands, including the strip
through which the trail ran, on the
doctrine of discovery, an imperialistic
concept found in international law.
The discovery doctrine served as a
legal premise for European nations to
carve vast empires in the Americas,
Asia, Africa, and Australia as well as
to politically subjugate, dispossess,
and deny fundamental human rights
to Indigenous peoples. Concocted
during the fifteen and sixteenth
centuries by European political phi-

losophers, clerics, and monarchs, the
doctrine was little more than a crass
scheme devised to legitimate the
European practice of appropriating
lands belonging to non-Christians.
In keeping with the prevailing rules
of imperialism, Western colonizers
claimed an exclusive right to acquire
title to an vast regions of land inhabited Indigenous peoples. The rules
also enabled a “civilized” nation to
acquire the discovery claim of another “civilized” nation by purchase,
diplomacy, or warfare.4
Western colonizers in North America used all of these methods of land
transfers. At the conclusion of its
bloody revolution that ended in 1783,
the United States, with the Treaty of
Paris, acquired Great Britain’s claim
to lands reaching from the Atlantic
Coast to the Mississippi River. In
1803, the United States purchased
France’s doctrine of discovery claim
to over 800,000 square miles of
land for $15,000,000. In 1846, the
United States, driven by the notion
of manifest destiny, invaded Mexico.
The Santa Fe Trail served as a major
route that a thousand U.S. troops,
along with supply trains, took in their
invasion of Mexican. Two years later,
victorious United States invaders officially received title to about half of
Mexico’s northern land-base. Because
of this war, the entirety of the trail
fell under the ownership of the U.S.
government. Most of this land, however, remained firmly in the hands of
the unconquered Indians. From that
time forward, those Indigenous peoples having an association with the
trail would deal exclusively with U.S.
officials in matters of war and peace.
Meanwhile, assertions about the primacy of the doctrine of discovery and
U.S. supremacy over Indians gained
standing in both U.S. jurisprudence
and law. In Johnson v. McIntosh, a
monumental U.S. Supreme Court
opinion reached in 1823, two years
after William Becknell’s first journey
to Santa Fe, Chief Justice John Marshall drew from the language of Indian savagery and European superiority
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to declare that European discovery of
the Americas diminished the property and political rights of Indians.
Accordingly, Indian nations only
had an occupancy right to the land
that could be extinguished by either
conquest or purchase. An associated
and contemporaneous supposition,
later dubbed manifest destiny, supported the self-serving notion that
Anglo Saxons possessed a god-given
right to appropriate the lands of Indians and others for the benefit and
enjoyment of U.S. society. It must be
stressed that these pronouncements
were unilaterally conceived instruments of colonialism that lacked
meaning without the exertion of
power.5
Early nineteenth-century U.S. exploratory missions sent to explore
the recently purchased lands and
acquire information about Indians
were political in nature as well. The
Corps of Discovery (1804-1806) and
Lieutenant Zebulon Pike’s expeditions of 1806 carried flags, weapons,
peace medals, presents, and scripted
messages. During meetings with
Indian representatives, Lewis, Clark,
and Pike informed them that the
U.S. government now had political
preeminence over them, their lands,
and peoples. At several Indian town
sites near where the trail would run,
Osages, Pawnees, and others heard a
brash Pike, speaking through translators, declare that they were now
under the authority of the United
States and no other nation. Pawnee
leaders on the Republican River
town, however, emphatically rejected
Pike’s preposterous premise, but
their views had no bearing because
international law and racial ideology
denied them a say in such matters.
This means that their strength and
ability to resist constituted the only
effective tool they had for upholding
and defending their sovereignty and
independence.
A ninth fact is that the displacement
and political subjugation of Indian
peoples along the trail has had enduring consequences. Legal scholar
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James Anaya’s characterization of colonialism argues that Western colonizers claimed and occupied Indigenous
lands, overpowered the political institutions of Indigenous nations, slaughtered those who resisted, enslaved
Indigenous people, and spread deadly
disease. He stresses that colonialism
continues to harm them. With historically derived racial discriminatory
attitudes fostering inequalities and
injustice, they suffer socially, economically, and politically from the loss of
their lands and resources.6
A tenth fact is that a pervasive master narrative tells the trail’s history
with nineteenth-century assumptions
regarding the alleged inferiority of
Indians and the superiority of Euroamericans. This language of racism
continues to have a stranglehold on
academic writings, historiography,
and popular thought. This anti-Indian
rhetoric, either explicitly and implicitly, places the trail and its relationship to Indians within the context of
manifest destiny and American exceptionalism. According to the fanciful
narrative of manifest destiny, which
is a spinoff of the discovery doctrine,
Anglo Saxons [Euroamericans] were
divinely sanctioned to spread their
civilization from coast to coast. Written histories conceptualized from this
perspective identify with the intrepid,
heroic, and rugged explorers, trappers,
merchants, soldiers, and settlers who
overcame human barbarism and harsh
environmental obstacles to carve a
great nation out of a wilderness. This
myth objectifies Indians as savages
who delighted in swooping down on
non-offending travelers for the sake of
extracting blood, scalps, and booty. It
misrepresents and denigrates Indians
as being unworthy, treacherous, and
irrational beings whose depravity and
proclivity for violence excluded them
from the rights afforded “civilized”
nations and peoples.7 It informed the
development of U.S. Indian policy and
rationalizes recurring acts of aggression against Indigenous peoples with
the misinformation.
The related theme of American exPublished
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ceptionalism espouses an imagined
belief, which continues to hold many
adherents, stressing that United States
history differs from that other “developed” nations. To them, the country
has either a moral or divine obligation to spread democracy and liberty
throughout the world. As the noted
social historian Howard Zinn puts it:
Expanding into another territory,
occupying that territory, and dealing harshly with people who resist
occupation has been a persistent
fact of American history from the
first settlements to the present day.
And this was often accompanied
from very early on with a particular
form of American exceptionalism:
the idea that American expansion is
divinely ordained.8
Expressions of American innocence
have also come into play in constructing the master narrative. Scholars have
asserted that the Christian morality,
democratic ideology, universal human rights principles, and aversion to
wealth accumulation have encouraged
U.S. leaders to take a reluctance stance
in its use of power.
The worn and trite paradigm behind
this mindset, along with its attendant
misconceptions, flawed methodologies, and biased perspectives, has had
a disturbing longevity. Of the elements of this genre, the image of the
Indian as a warlike savage is perhaps
the most enduring, if not damaging.
In his seminal study, historian Robert
Berkhofer stresses that nineteenthcentury imagery of Indian savagery
informed the development of U.S.
Indian policy.9 His work, along with
others, stands in sharp contrast to a
vast body of scholarly works that parrots assumptions found in nineteenthcentury popular thought and primary
sources, whether expressed in overt or
covert language, telling about Indian
inferiority and Euroamerican superiority. Coded language in some of
these works conveys subtle and sinister
meanings. For instance, noted Santa
Fe Trail historian William Chalfant in
a 1994 book refers to Plains Indians
Wagon Tracks

as “warlike nomadic” peoples. To him,
Indians responded “to the entry of
whites into their country in only the
manner they could—by raiding and
making war. And so, the Trail witnessed sporadic conflict as the Plains
Indians fought to resist and expel the
intruders.”10 Although noting a reason for Indian resistance, he chose to
combine two loaded words, warlike
and nomad, to describe Plains Indians. Warlike connotes a lowly cultural
condition manifested by ruthless, irrational, and senseless violence. Nomad
suggests a primitive cultural pattern
of vagrants using large tracts of land
in mostly a wasteful manner. When
combined, these two words signify
wanderers who glorified their repetitive acts of violence against a basically
peaceful, non-offending, and culturally
superior people. The story of the trail
is substantially more complex and nuanced than vicious clashes between
civilized and savage peoples.
Chalfant’s view mirrors a scholarly
norm that uses negative stereotypes to
justify the treatment that nineteenthcentury Indians received at the hands
of brave, deserving, and industrious Euroamericans. Warfare, which
Chalfant covers in detail, was indeed
a crucial aspect of the trail’s history,
but other forms of contact occurred
more commonly. Most studies have
fallen short when it comes to providing adequate analytical attention to
the causes of the warfare, to the wide
range of intercultural exchanges that
occurred, and to the trail’s impacts
on Indian life and culture. Moreover,
Indian resistance to the trail’s development was much more complex than
Indians carrying a “warlike” gene that
sparked acts of bloody conflict. Their
interaction stemmed from conscious
decisions made in response to certain
circumstances and conditions created
in part by Euroamerican interlopers, trespassers, policymakers, traders,
soldiers, and settlers. The fact is that
Indians and trail travelers engaged in
nonviolent contact much more frequently than in fighting.
Here lies the problem of Santa Fe
23

23

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 35 [2021], Iss. 4, Art. 1

Trail historiography. During the early
nineteenth century, trail travelers often
communicated their experiences on
the trail both verbally and in writing. In discussing their interaction
with Indians they often drew from a
repertoire of stereotypes that had been
in existence since the onset of the European invasion of the Americas. Thus,
they described Indians in romantic
and negative ways. Their stories, while
resonating a comfortable plot line for
Euroamericans to enjoy, often depicted Indians as warlike, savage, and
uncouth beings who blocked the road
to America’s progress. Although containing elements of truth about given
events, their stories rest squarely on
the false premise that Indian savagery,
not Euroamerican expansion, was
the root cause of conflict. Subsequent
generations of scholars usually adopted the same disparaging stereotypes
and themes used by trail travelers to
describe Indians. These secondary accounts fall squarely within the genre
of the master narrative. The durability
of the master narrative discourages
honest intellectual inquiry.
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Suggested Additional Reading
By Dr. Susan Calafate Boyle
The following award-winning books
are highly recommended to those
interested in appreciating the role of
the various Native American groups
who occupied the territory Santa Fe
Trail merchants crossed to reach their
destinations. Although these volumes
do not focus on the trail or the trade
itself, they are important examples
of the New Indian history and suggest the need to integrate Native
Americans as an essential component
of the Santa Fe Trail narrative. Wellresearched and packed with concrete
information, they make it clear that
Native Americans' actions, particularly regarding trade, had a substantive
impact on the Santa Fe Trail.
Colin G. Calloway, One Vast Winter
Count: The Native American West Before Lewis and Clark (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2003).
This book offers a remarkable survey
of recent literature. It synthesizes a
vast body of established and recent
scholarship, from anthropological and
ethnohistorical articles to histories of
specific events, people, and landscapes.
Calloway devotes considerable attention to the lands and people west of
the Mississippi, but his West changes
across time and space to include
the lands between the Appalachian
Mountain and the Mississippi River,
which were the West prior to Lewis
and Clark’s 1804 expedition. Equally
impressive are Calloway’s inclusion of
Native voices and perspectives and his
skillful reading of ancient sites, natural
landscape features and oral narratives
as well as his ability to successful integrate Native American and Western
history.
Brian DeLay, War of A Thousand Deserts: Indian Raids and the U.S.-Mexican War (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2008).
This book focuses on the man-made
wasteland that Native Americans
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created across parts of ten Mexican
states during the 1830s and 1840s,
from New Mexico in the north to
San Luis Potosí in the south. DeLay
skillfully combines a wealth of quantitative data from Mexican military
reports with Mexican and American
diplomatic correspondence, ethnographic reports, captivity narratives,
and Native oral, linguistic, and pictorial sources. He argues that the influx
of Anglo-Texan traders spurred an
expansion in the horse and buffalo
hide trade during the 1830s and
1840s. He perceptively shows that
the Mexican government’s mostly
ineffectual response to Indian raids,
coupled with reports filtered back to
the United States of the widespread
destruction of the Mexican north fueled rhetoric that ineffective Mexico
should cede the lands, an argument
that contributed to the Mexican War.
Pekka Hämäläinen, Comanche Empire (Yale University Press, 2008).
This well-written and well-researched book offers a complete
history of the Comanche from the
emergence of the tribe through its
dominance of the southern plains
to its decline in the latter half of
the 19th Century. Hämäläinen
demonstrates that Comanche had
nuanced relationships with other
Native Americans, Mexicans, and
Americans. They were particularly
important in New Mexico where the
cibolero/comanchero commerce developed. Comancheros, most of them
genízaros1, specialized in trading with
Comanche and their cultural interaction was such that many nineteenth
century observers found it impossible
to differentiate ciboleros/comancheros, and Comanche. Like Brian
DeLay, Hämäläinen argues that
devastating Comanche raids helped
to separate regions, such as New
1. Genízaros are often described as detrib-

alized nomadic Indians. James Brooks in
Captives and Cousins argues that they were
reduced to slavery, converted, resettled, and
deployed as military auxiliaries. Rick Hendricks suggests that the term was frequently
used to mean Indians of mixed parentage.

Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2021
Augustby
2021

Mexico, from the center of Mexico,
and indirectly led to the Mexican
American War.
Ned Blackhawk, Violence over the
Land: Indians and Empires in the
Early American West (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2006).
This book examines three centuries
spanning Spanish and Mexican colonialism in the Southwest, American and British expansion into the
Intermountain West, and Mormon
settlement in the Utah Territory. Focusing on the tribal territories of the
Great Basin, including New Mexico,
Colorado, Utah, Nevada, and Eastern
California, Blackhawk demonstrates
that Native Americans were endowed
with great perseverance and the ability to adapt to changing conditions.
He does an excellent job of drawing
from a rich array of recent scholarship together with his own archival
research to fashion a complex story
where Native Americans take center
stage in shaping western politics and
economies amid the violent shock of
Euro American invasion, emphasizes
the destructive violence of the colonial encounter, from its origins in the
sixteenth century to its climax in the
nineteenth century as Mormon settlers and Union soldiers took revenge
for Indian raids that were the result
of a long legacy of impoverishment
and destitution.

system” in which victims symbolized
social wealth, performed services for
their masters, and produced material
goods under the threat of violence.
Slave and livestock raiding and trading among Apaches, Comanches,
Kiowas, Navajos, Utes, and Spaniards
provided labor resources, redistributed wealth, and fostered kin connections that integrated disparate
and antagonistic groups even as these
practices renewed cycles of violence
and warfare. Brooks demonstrates
that Native Americans and Hispanos
did not occupy culturally distinct
spheres, but had much in common,
particularly with respect to their
views on slavery.
Dr. Susan Calafate Boyle is retired
from the National Park Service where
she worked as historian and planner.
She also taught at Westminster College,
the University of Missouri-Columbia,
and at Colorado State University. She
is a Fullbright Scholar and has worked
extensively in Latin America as a
UNESCO cultural landscape expert.
Dr. Boyle is currently an independent scholar researching socioeconomic
developments in New Mexico during
the nineteenth century as well as the
history of El Rito, a small community
in northern New Mexico. 
Read Dr. Riding In's full study at
www.nps.gov/safe/learn/historyculture/trailwide-research.htm.

James F. Brooks, Captives and
Cousins: Slavery, Kinship, and Community in the Southwest Borderlands
(Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2002).
This book is notable because of its
excellent research. It examines the
origins and legacies of a captive exchange economy within and among
native American and Euramerican
communities throughout the Southwest Borderlands from the Spanish colonial era to the end of the
nineteenth century. Indigenous and
colonial traditions of capture, servitude, and kinship met and meshed
in the borderlands, forming a “slave
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Roots Run Deep on the Santa Fe Trail, Part 2
Solicited and compiled by Marcia Fox,
SFTA Membership Chair
In the May issue of Wagon Tracks, we
wrote of several members who had
ancestors who traveled the Trail, proving the impact of the Trail does run
deep today. We continue with additional "roots."
Ezekiel and Pleasant Long
Ancestor of Pat Travis
When the news reached northern
Missouri in 1849 that gold had been
discovered in California, bachelor
brothers Ezekiel and Pleasant Long
were excited. They wanted to be farmers like their father, but they were not
first-born sons and would not inherit
the family farm. They were going to
have to make their fortunes on their
own. Immediately the brothers began
to make plans to go west. They had to
harvest the fall crops and knew that
late fall and winter was not a favorable time of the year to strike out
westward. They determined if they
needed to leave late in the year that
they should go to California by “the
southern” route which was by way of
the Santa Fe Trail. And away they
went, down to Santa Fe, following
the Southern Trail across present-day
Arizona into southern California and
then northward to the gold fields.
After some productive months, the
brothers determined they had enough
gold to buy their farms back in Missouri. They purchased clipper ship
tickets home, left from San Francisco,
walked across the isthmus of Panama,
then boarded a steamship to the port
of New Orleans and up to St. Louis.
They walked home (across northern
Missouri) and each purchased a farm.
Their descendants live there today.
This family story has always enraptured everyone who hears it. And until
recently, I thought this was the whole
story. Some recent research revealed
that Ezekiel Morgan Long (known
as “Zeke”) had served as a private in

Company A, Regiment of Missouri
Volunteers under Capt. John C. Griffin during the War with Mexico. This
famed battalion departed from Fort
Leavenworth and served their entire
stint up and down the Santa Fe Trail,
battling Indians, protecting trade caravans, and putting Fort Mann on the
map. When the war drew to an end,
they were mustered out in Independence, Missouri, and Zeke went home
to farm. He was 22. So, Zeke had a
confidence about taking the Santa
Fe Trail to the California goldfields
from his experience in the service. He
would have known safe places to bed
down for the night and where good
water could be found. And Zeke must
have loved adventure, because after
the Mexican War, a successful strike
in the California goldfields, buying a
farm in Missouri, he would “up” and
serve during the Civil War. He raised
a family and married for the second
time after becoming a widower. His
second wife had ties in western Kansas, and that is where Ezekiel died. He
is buried in Bazine, Kansas.
Pat added “When someone asks who you
would most like to have an hour to visit
with, Zeke would be near the top of the
list for me.” She lives in Overland Park,
Kansas. She joined the Association in
2015 and is a life member.
Antoine Mallet
Ancestor of Grant Mallet
Antoine Mallet of Montreal, New
France, was a brother of Pierre and
Paul Mallet, who in 1739 discovered
a way across the Great Plains that
would become the Santa Fe Trail.
The French sent the brothers with an
expedition of French Canadian voyageurs three times between 1739 and
1750 to establish profitable commercial trade with the people of Santa Fe.
Although they did make it to Santa
Fe each time, the profitable trade was
never established.
Grant Mallet lives in Kansas City, Mis-
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souri. Grant stated, “I am particularly
interested in any activities that might be
taking place this year of anniversary, in
part because of the role of my ancestors
in establishing the Santa Fe Trail.” He
is one of the newest members in the Association.
William A. Bransford
Ancestor of Jeff Bransford
William A. Bransford was born in
1811 in Cumberland, Virginia, to
Benjamin Bransford and Lucy Hatcher, the ninth child of twelve. William
headed west, and in 1842 he resided
in St. Louis. In 1844 he arrived at
Independence, Missouri, and gained
employment with Bent, St. Vrain &
Company on their trade caravan heading west.
On his first attempt to kill a buffalo for camp provisions, William
dismounted his horse, stood directly
in front of the ponderous beast and
shot three times at the forehead. A
more experienced buffalo hunter
would know that no buffalo could be
hurt, much less killed, that way. The
bull charged William and he had to
scramble out of its way.
William was at Bents Fort in 1847
when the Taos revolt in New Mexico
occurred. William Bent placed him in
charge of a rescue attempt of Charles
Bent, governor of New Mexico who
lived in Taos. Bransford along with
about twenty men headed to Taos,
but he and four others split from the
group and headed for Pionel ranch,
owned by Bent, St. Vrain & Company,
to tally the Company’s cattle.
In 1847,the company Bent, St. Vrain
and Company was dissolved. Ceran
St. Vrain moved to Taos, New Mexico,
and later to Mora, New Mexico,
where he established a grist mill and
set up a general store. When Marcellin St. Vrain, brother of Ceran, left
Fort St. Vrain, in present-day Colorado, for Missouri, Ceran St Vrain
said he would look after his brother’s
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Marcellin wife, Spotted Fawn (AKA
Red), and her three children. Red was
a sister of Chief Red Cloud of the
Ogalala Sioux.
Ceran moved Red and the children
into a house in Mora, New Mexico,
and took care of all their needs.
Around 1849 Marcellin returned to
New Mexico and fetched his sons
Charles and Felix and returned to
Missouri. William Bransford had followed Ceran St. Vrain to Taos, where
he clerked for him before moving with
him to Mora.
Red had known William since 1844
when he first started working for
Bent, St. Vrain and Company shuttling supplies between Bents, St. Vrain
and Company facilities. She and
William set up household in Mora
sometime between 1853 and 1854.
Their first child was born in 1854
with two additional children born
before Red and William’s marriage.
They were married in St. Gertrudis
Roman Catholic Church in Mora,
New Mexico, on August 6, 1859. Red
was baptized in the Roman Catholic
religion and given a Christian name,
Maria Rel Manuela. This marriage was
blessed with 7 children.
In 1865 Red and William moved
to Cimarron and then, directed by
Lucien Maxwell, moved to Trinidad,
Colorado, with a small stock of groceries to open a store. Red opened a
rooming house on the northeast corner of Bridge Street and Main Street
but by Feb 10, 1869, she was no longer
taking in boarders.
In 1866, to accommodate Trinidad’s
growth, the state approved the incorporation of the Trinidad Town
Company, organized by William A.
Bransford, Juan Ignacio Alires, Felipe
Baca, and others. On the same date,
William Bransford was appointed
Postmaster of Trinidad, a position he
held for about a year. He was an eccentric person and was known to keep
the town’s mail tucked in his hat instead of keeping it at the general store.
He said this method saved unnecesPublished
UNM Digital Repository, 2021
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sary trouble in delivery.
On January 10, 1867, William filed
a declaration of claim to land on the
Rito del Orgardero. This homestead
was located on the Virgil-St. Vrain
Land grant. Red and William and
their family settled in the area, establishing a cattle ranch.
In December 1868 William Bransford was elected as a delegate from
Southern Colorado to the Colorado
State Convention which convened in
Pueblo, Colorado, on January 1, 1869,
but was unable to attend. Instead,
he and fellow delegate Filipe Baca
submitted a letter expressing their
displeasure with the Northern Coloradoans’ attempt to elect their people to
Southern Colorado vacant offices and
their opposition to Statehood.
William A. Bransford and Spotted
Fawn (Maria Rel Manuela, Red) died
and are buried in Trinidad, Colorado.
Their tombstone is inscribed: William
A. Bransford, died Dec. 26, 1884 and
Mrs. W. A. Bransford, our beloved
mother, Apr. 12, 1886.
This article was contributed by Jeff
Bransford from Massachusetts. Jeff is
a Charter Member of SFTA. He plans
to attend the Symposium in September,
the first he has attended. He is looking
forward to walking through Bent’s Fort
gate, as his Great Grandfather did in
1844.
Mary Donoho
Ancestor of George Donoho Bayless
A biography of Mary Donoho, titled
Mary Donoho - New First Lady of
the Santa Fe Trail, written by Marian Meyer, a Santa Fe historian, was
published in 1991. Marian Meyer was
a charter member of SFTA. The 25th
Anniversary Edition of Mary Donoho
was published by Rio Grande Books
in 2016.
Marian Meyer inadvertently discovered Mary Donoho while scrolling
through historical records at the New
Mexico History Museum. What
Marian discovered was that Mary
Wagon Tracks

Donoho’s only son from Clarksville,
Texas, was born in Santa Fe in 1834.
It was reported by The Santa Fe New
Mexican that he was visiting his birthplace of Santa Fe with his wife and
two children. Marian read this story,
and she screamed out that his mother,
Mary Donoho, had to be the first
Anglo woman to come to Santa Fe,
then in the Republic of Mexico. Mary
Donoho and her husband William
and their infant daughter had left Old
Franklin, Missouri, then on the Western border of the United States, in
1833, for Santa Fe, then the Republic
of Mexico, in a Santa Fe Trail caravan
of over 200 people. Mary Donoho was
the only woman in the caravan which
travelled the Trail for 900 miles with
a U.S. military guard. Mary Donoho
travelled the Santa Fe Trail 13 years
before Susan Magoffin, who came to
Santa Fe in 1846 with her husband,
accompanying Colonel Kearny’s entourage as the U.S. Army invaded
Mexico in 1846 at the beginning of
the Mexican-American war.
Mary Donoho and her husband had
two children born in New Mexico,
the first Anglo children born in New
Mexico. The Donohos opened the first
hotel in Mexico. William Donoho
ransomed and rescued three Anglo
mothers who had been captured by
the Comanche Indians. So, Mary
Donoho was the New First Lady of
the Santa Fe Trail.
The Donohos returned to Missouri
from Santa Fe in 1837 after a Pueblo
revolt killed the Mexican governor.
They then moved to Clarksville, Texas,
which was the entryway to Texas
from the United States, and built a
large two-story Donoho Hotel on the
Plaza; the 1850 census listed 15 slaves
owned by Mary Donoho. Red River
County, with Clarksville as its county
seat, was the largest county in Texas.
George Donoho Bayless has been a member of the Santa Fe Trail Association
for 25 years. He discovered that Mary
Donoho is his great-great-grandmother
through Marian Meyer’s biography, read
in 1996 only a week after moving to
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Northern New Mexico from Denver.
He met Marian Meyer and she told him
she made two trips to Missouri and four
trips to Texas researching Mary Donoho’s background. Marian said she was
initially going to write a magazine

article about her being the New First
Lady: historian Marc Simmons told her
to write a book about her discovery. Simmons wrote the Foreword. George was
elected president of SFTA, and earlier
served as leader of the End of the Trail

This poetry was submitted regarding a biography submitted for the previous issue of
Wagon Tracks, May 2021, on page 7.
Sister Mary Alphonsa Thompson
by Ron Wilson, Poet Lariat
The wagon train was starting. Destination: Santa Fe,
With all the covered wagons spread out in broad array.
Ox and mule lurched into motion as the drivers cracked their whips,
While yells and imprecations escaped their burly lips.
The harness snapped up tight. The wheels began to turn,
As the traders’ thoughts leaped forward to the money they would earn.
There was a buzz of excitement as the journey was begun.
Among the passengers there rode a 19-year old nun.
Her name was Mary Thompson. Her heart given to God,
As she joined in this adventure across the prairie sod.
She came to join the journey with grand anticipation
But the innocent young Sister would not see the destination.
She was truly on a mission to serve her fellow man
As they bravely ventured forward through the dangers of this land.
The comforts were so few as they traversed the wagon tracks,
With worries from wild animals or bad Indian attacks.
They stopped at Council Grove and crossed the prairie by degrees,
But then disaster struck: It was the cholera disease.
Beyond Pawnee Rock, where water was in restriction,
Young Sister Mary Thompson came down with the affliction.
There was simply no escape from this brutal, cruel disease.
“Don’t bury me out here” was among her final pleas.
But the leaders of the wagon train had a tough choice to face:
Besides germs, there was risk from Indians in that place.
They thought about the lives that remained which they could save,
And finally buried Sister Thompson in an unmarked prairie grave.
Today, in western Kansas, the ancient trail can still be found.
I choose to walk among the ruts and hear the prairie sound.
A meadowlark sings faintly. A red-tailed hawk swoops low,
As a breeze sweeps across the buffalograss below.
I gaze across the landscape of the vast wide open ground,
Knowing Sister Thompson’s grave was never, ever found.
I stop and listen. Is that the sound of a young woman’s cry,
Left behind on this rough prairie when it came her time to die?
Imagine this young woman, suffering cholera’s travail,
Cast aside in desperation along the Santa Fe Trail.
For the life of this young nun, I bow my head to pray.
May her soul find peace and rest along the trail to Santa Fe.
Ron Wilson, Poet Lariat, www.ronscowboypoetry.com
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol35/iss4/1
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Chapter for two terms. His youngest
grandson, Carson Donoho Bayless, age
18, carries on the Donoho name.
Rudy Laumbach, Descendant of
Five Santa Fe Trail Travelers
Rudolph Edward “Rudy” Laumbach,
age 90, is a member of an impressive
New Mexico pioneer family. He grew
up on and still operates, with other
Laumbachs, ranches in Harding and
San Miguel Counties.
He descends from five Santa Fe Trail
travelers. Bernardo Martin, a native
New Mexican with roots back to
the Spanish Entrada of 1598, was a
Santa Fe Trail freighter. Daniel Eberle and Lafayette Head were soldiers
in General Stephen Watts Kearny’s
Army of the West that crossed the
Trail to New Mexico in 1846. After
discharge, Eberle, a Swiss-German
immigrant, married and settled in the
Las Vegas-Mora area. Head, from
Missouri where he was a neighbor of
the pioneer Boones and Carsons, was
in Abiquiú before leading settlers into
the San Luis Valley (now Colorado).
He later played a key role in Colorado
statehood and served as the first Lieutenant Governor. Andreas Detlef Laumbach I and II, father and son, immigrants from Schleswig in southern
Denmark, crossed the Trail and settled
in the Mora Valley.
Other New Mexico ancestors include
Elena Gallegos, the 18th-century
owner of a Spanish land grant that
today comprises much of north
Albuquerque, and Elena’s husband,
Santiago Gurule, born Jacque Grolet,
a Frenchman who survived the
disastrous La Salle Expedition of
1684 intended to locate the mouth
of the Mississippi. In addition, Rudy
descends from an Apache slave
woman who served as a cook at the
Governor’s Palace in Santa Fe and
a Yaqui boy, captured by Apaches in
northern Mexico and sold as a slave
(criado) at Taos to a New Mexican
family.
Rudy Laumbach’s descent from Santa
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Fe Trail travelers and the complex
social mixing they participated in on
the New Mexico frontier exemplifies
the rich social flux that has led to New
Mexico’s distinctive culture.
This information about Rudy was sent
by Doyle Daves. Doyle and his wife Barbara have been Family Members of the
Association for the past 20 years.
History of Daniel Laumbach provided
by Rudolph E. Laumbach
Daniel Laumbach was born in Germany, lived in Switzerland, and came
to the United States in early 1840s.
He went west with Captain Waldemer Fischer’s Company B, German
Volunteers, Missouri Light Artillery
Battalion, Stephen Watt Kearny’s
Army of the West, First Regiment
under the command of Col. Alexander
Doniphan.
Daniel mustered out in Santa Fe on
August 1846. He had a store in Las
Vegas, New Mexico. He married Viviana Martin in 1848. Daniel Eberle
was attacked and robbed as he was
on his way to Missouri in 1856 at
Dog Canyon, north of Watrous, New
Mexico. He managed to return to Las
Vegas and died a day later.
Daniel Eberle and Viviana Laumbach had three children. Rudolph is
descended from Leonor Eberle, wife
of Andreas D. Laumbach II, parents
of Peter Joseph Laumbach (Grandfather of Rudolph E. Laumbach). Peter
Joseph was the father of Rudolph D.
Laumbach, The information about
Daniel Laumbach is based on the
family’s oral history.
Rudolph E. Laumbach is a new member
to the Santa Fe Trail Association.
If you have an ancestor who is connected to the Trail, send the information to Marcia Fox at foxmjr2015@
gmail.com. 
October 10 is the
submission deadline for the
November issue of
Wagon Tracks.
Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2021
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Books
Blood in the Borderlands;
Conflict, Kinship, and the
Bent Family, 1821-1920
David C. Beyreis, Blood in the Borderlands; Conflict, Kinship, and the Bent
Family, 1821-1920. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, c2020. Intro.,
Illus., Notes, Biblio., Index. Pp. 15,
249.

Reviewed by John Porter Bloom
This reader’s first comment is cautionary, that the first four words of
this book’s title might well be moved
to be the last: the extended Bent
Family is the book’s subject, with
nothing sensational or “bloody”
about it. As such it is a veritable tour
de force which henceforth deserves
front-line placement in the bibliographies of teachers and writers of
American history bearing on, put
loosely and broadly, the era of the
Santa Fe Trail.
Nothing is more important in recommending the book as authoritative, perhaps, than to mention the
detailed, authoritative end notes.
The Introduction, even, carries with
it nearly a page-full of notes. Dr.
Beyreis deserves credit for keeping
his text spare, but not for being sparing in his annotation throughout the
book. His eight chapters (plus short
“Conclusion”) move through the
years with conciseness and regularity,
and are eminently readable if one is
not detoured by close attention to the
numerous notes. This text will likely
— the reviewer’s bias! — satisfy readers who rush along focusing on the
larger features of Bent family-related
history, even undergraduates. At the
same time readers with deep interest
in persons or features here-and-there
will find details to absorb them and
tracks to pursue in the annotation.
Wagon Tracks

The title’s promise of a century of
family history is laid out chapterby-chapter, beginning with the Bent
patriarch, Silas, and Ceran St. Vrain
and others in early St. Louis. William Bent and his immediate family
are the focus of Chapter 2, 1834-46;
similarly, Charles Bent and family live in Chapter 3, 1834-46. The
final days of the Bent, St. Vrain and
Company, 1846-49, occupy Chapter
4 — thus making up a bit more than
half of the book.
Things are more and more complicated in remaining chapters: just
contemplate the gold and silver
rushes of the 1850s, for which the
“violent carnage of the late 1840s”
set the stage. Bent’s Fort was abandoned and mixed-race families like
the Bents were involved unhappily
in government negotiations with the
Cheyenne and other tribes. Following Sand Creek there was no peace
for George, son of William. One
does not read comfortably through
Chapter 7, “War, Diplomacy, and
Land Grants … 1865-1869.”
The final chapter plus “Conclusion”
are a mixed bag following Bent
family history chiefly in Colorado
and New Mexico: “Reservations,
Ranches, and Respectability” to 1920.
One is left with understanding that
is satisfying but carries unhappy
overtones. Philosophically, one may
reflect on the considerable number of
persons involved, as listed in the index: 23 Bents. Job very well done.
Beyreis is a presenter at the SFTA Symposium, scheduled for Thursday, September 23. 

John P. Slough: The
Forgotten Civil War General
Reviewed by Leo E. Oliva
Richard L. Miller, John P. Slough: The
Forgotten Civil War General. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2021. Pp. xv + 288, maps, illus.,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$34.95.
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Richard Miller has compiled the
first biography of John P. Slough
(1829-1867), a difficult task because
Slough left no personal journals or
letters. A native of Ohio and son
of a wealthy businessman, Slough
earned a law degree, was ambitious,
and sought financial gain and public
status. Unfortunately, he was a combative person who attacked perceived
and outspoken enemies, verbally and
physically. He moved from one part
of the nation to another as he burned
bridges and sought a new life in another region.
Slough was elected to the Ohio
General Assembly in 1855 and was
considered a rising political figure
in the Democratic Party. He lost his
temper in an argument with Republican Legislator Darius Cadwell and
struck Cadwell in the face, resulting
in Slough’s expulsion from the General Assembly.
He moved to Leavenworth, Kansas
Territory, and worked for Kansas
statehood. He was defeated when he
ran for mayor of Leavenworth and
for lieutenant-governor of Kansas. In
1861 Slough moved to Denver, Colorado Territory, to renew his quest
for wealth and political power.
He was appointed colonel of
the First Colorado Volunteers, a
regiment sent to New Mexico to
face the Confederate invasion in
1862. He commanded Union troops
at Glorieta Pass on the Santa Fe
Trail, March 26-28, which ended
Confederate expansion westward.
When Major John Chivington
received much of the credit for that
victory, Slough resigned. He served
the remainder of the Civil War as
military governor of Alexandria,
Virginia, often in conflict with
superior officers. He was appointed
chief justice of the Supreme Court in
New Mexico Territory after the war,
where his erratic behavior, prejudices
against Hispanics, and conflicts with
other territorial officials resulted in
retaliation. When Slough threatened
William Rynerson, a territorial

legislator, with a derringer, Rynerson
shot and killed Slough in December
1867.
Miller’s thorough research, organization, and style provide an admirable
biography, but there is nothing new
here about the Santa Fe Trail. 

To Make a Fortune in Missouri: Meredith Miles Marmaduke 1791-1864
Lee M. Cullimore, To Make a Fortune
in Missouri: Meredith Miles Maramduke 1791-1864. Arrow Rock, Missouri: Friends of Arrow Rock, 2021.
310 pp. Purchase at Friends of Arrow
Rock store or online at friendsofarrowrock.org. $24.99, free shipping.

Reviewed by Rich Lawson
Author Cullimore takes us on an
early American adventure in his
book To Make a Fortune in Missouri.
Meredith Miles Marmaduke, son
of an aristocratic family, realizes his
chances to prosper on the east coast,
as did his family before him, were not
to be expected nor encouraged.
Meredith’s family estate had been
inherited by his older brother in
Tidewater, Virginia, thus pushing
Marmaduke to make a life-changing
and challenging decision—leave his
family in Tidewater and head to the
wide open spaces and opportunities
in Franklin, Missouri.
Marching through history, like a trial
lawyer, Cullimore presents evidence
in each section exposing facts proving Meredith Miles Marmaduke
did succeed in making a fortune
through numerous endeavors in Missouri. Year after year, Marmaduke
expanded his real estate holdings to
nearly 8,000 acres (estimated at $45
million in 2018 dollars), becoming
one of Saline County’s largest and
most successful farmers. Working
with his father-in-law, Dr. John Sappington, Marmaduke became an
important distributor of Sappington’s
quinine pill empire, increasing both
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their fortunes. Marmaduke served as
Governor of the State of Missouri
for 10 months in 1844. Not to be
overlooked, Meredith became one
of the early successful traders along
the Santa Fe Trail. Marmaduke’s successful activities knit together a picture of the great American dream.
Marmaduke became closely associated with Arrow Rock, Missouri.
“As the surveyor for Saline County
(appointed in 1827), Meredith was
called upon to lay out the nascent village to be called Philadelphia, symbolic of the wealth in the East that
was financing Boonslick merchants
and the expansion of the West.”
Meredith platted the town (whose
name was changed to Arrow Rock in
1833) and purchased a one-acre lot
which he sold some 25 years later to
the town’s Baptist Church which had
been meeting in a brush arbor.
Researching the life of one individual
who moved to the small 1800s community of Franklin, Missouri, was
without a doubt a challenge requiring an aggressive plan for discovery
of documentation that presents facts
and not rumors—if indeed that
documentation exists. Research often
requires the author to become an
investigator. Cullimore discovered
and presented a staggering amount
of documented information relating
to Marmaduke. The tidbits found
in primary documentation provide
those memorable aha! moments of
discovery.
Published by the Friends of Arrow
Rock, an organization that lives,
breathes, preserves and promotes history, To Make a Fortune in Missouri
adds another great chapter to their
rich historic storehouse, highlighting
Marmaduke as one of the pillars of
this community.
The village of Arrow Rock, steeped in
manifest destiny, the Santa Fe Trail,
and new horizons for immigrants
during the early 1800s, earned the
entire village the prestigious designation as a National Landmark in 1963.
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Attendees at the dedication of the Black
Jack Ruts Trail on June 5 included (l. to
r.): Roger Boyd, Chris Day, Janet Armstead, Sandra Slusher, Deb Goodrich,
and Larry Short.

Chapter Reports
Chapters are listed in order from the beginning of
the Trail in Missouri westward.

TO CONTACT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS,
PLEASE EMAIL THEM AT info@santafetrail.org.

Baldwin City, KS
President Roger Boyd
The Douglas County Chapter celebrated the Bicentennial of
the Santa Fe Trail by dedicating a new access walking trail to
the Black Jack Ruts on 5 June, 2021. The ruts are located on the
Ivan Boyd Memorial Prairie Preserve, which is property owned
and managed by Douglas County.

Missouri River Outfitters

Independence, MO
President Anne Mallinson

Plans have been finalized for commemorative events at Arrow
Rock and at Franklin on September 1 and for events on September 4 and 5 at Fort Osage in Sibley, Missouri. The focus is
on the departure of Becknell's trading party in 1821. Becknell
would have been at Fort Osage on September 3 and 4, 1821.
On the 4th and 5th of September, Mary Conrad and Anne
Mallinson will be in the welcome center at Fort Osage to
share maps, brochures, and display items related to the Santa
Fe Trail and SFTA. Members of the Arrow Rock Stock and
Trading Company will present living history demonstrations at
both sites. Noted trail historian Craig Crease will speak about
William Becknell at both Arrow Rock and Fort Osage. The
schedules for all can be found on www.santafetrail200.org.
Chapter members have been promoting the kickoff of the Solar
Challenge. The route follows the Santa Fe Trail with the solar
cars departing Independence on the morning of August 3rd.
A new wayside panel at the Rice-Tremonti House in Raytown
was recently dedicated. This will be the first of what we hope
will become additional interpretive panels at this historic site
on the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California Trail. The home is located at 67th and Blue Ridge Blvd. in Raytown, Missouri. This
panel is part of a multiple panel project funded by the National
Park Service for KCAHTA.
MRO members are encouraged to attend the Symposium in La
Junta in September.
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Douglas County

Construction was coordinated by Roger Boyd, President of the
Douglas County Chapter of SFTA. Sixty-seven individuals
contributed 1,020 hours of their time in completing the project
which began in April 2020. Three interpretive panels were
designed by Carol Clark of the NPS office in Santa Fe, New
Mexico.
The trail consists of an ADA-accessible five-foot-wide compacted gravel trail from the parking area 380 feet out to the first
trail rut. There is a welcome panel at the parking area and two
information panels at the first rut. A three-foot-wide steeper
trail continues from there to loop around and through the main
three ruts that are farther up the hill. This steeper portion of the
trail is about 1,250 feet long and transverses through unplowed
prairie. The prairie is burned annually and therefore additional
signage could not be placed along this portion of the trail.
Instead, there is an audio tour that can be downloaded from
a QR code on a cell phone. There are metal, non-flammable
numbered posts at six places along the foot trail. At the dedication, Larry Short, President of SFTA, welcomed the crowd
and read a statement from NPS Superintendent Aaron Mahr.
Other speakers included Deb Goodrich, Chairwoman of Santa
Fe Trail 200, Steve Baalman with KDOT, County Commissioner Shannon Reid, Baldwin City Mayor Casey Simoneau,
and Roger Boyd, project organizer.
The trail project was a joint project between the Douglas
County Chapter of SFTA, Douglas County Public Works,
Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council (DCHCC),
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), State Histori-
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cal Preservation Office, Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), and
the National Park Service (NPS). The trail was designed with
the assistance of Coreen Donnelly, NPS Landscape Architect
in Santa Fe, NM. The DCHCC provided funding for the
project as well as NPS providing the time and money to create
and fabricate the interpretive panels. We are also thankful to
Dr. Nicholaus Pumphrey for his archeological services during
construction phase of the project where soil was disturbed in
the area of the wagon ruts.
The Douglas County Chapter collaborated with DCHCC and
Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area (FFNHA) to develop a “Landmark Tour” on the NPS OnCell platform. The tour
is 13 sites along the Santa Fe Trail in Douglas County. The app
can be accessed through the FFNHA website: look for Santa
Fe Trail Landmark Tour.

pageant was first performed in 1992. This year's performance
will be in the new amphitheater, located in the old riverbed of
the Riverwalk Park, beside the Neosho River. The pageant tells
the story of the Kaw Indians, Council Grove, and the Santa Fe
Trail. Kaw Nation members from Kaw City, Oklahoma, and
local CG residents comprise the cast and crew of nearly 100
people each year. The production features Seth Hays and Chief
Allegawaho telling the stories, with historic photos, a wagon
train and pack train, Kaw tepee encampment, and set pieces of
Council Grove buildings.

Council Grove, KS
President Sharon Haun

The weekend also includes full Friday and Saturday daytime
activities with an antique wagon show and nationally known
speakers and demonstrations on wagons, blacksmithing, and
skills of a wheelwright, as well as SFT stories and history. The
wagon show will be in the Council Oak Park. In the Swimming
Pool Park, the SFT 200 committee will host a large encampment of 1800s Mountain Men camps. This group of reenactors
conduct their camps as close to 1800s realism as possible. The
camp owners are happy to share their stories to the visitors.

Thanks to three amazing volunteers, the Rock Creek Crossing Historic Site is well maintained and welcoming to visitors.
Richard Stahl keeps up with the mowing, and Dave Cosgrove
and Kelley Judd have been running a weed eater and keeping
the site in good shape, ready for visitors.

Earlier in 2021, the SFT 200 committee, which is sponsored
by the City of Council Grove and the Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter, was forced to cancel programs and activities due to
COVID. The committee plans to revive some of those programs next summer once it is safe to plan future indoor events.

The chapter members completed their first Santa Fe Trail 200
event on June 11 with the Michael Martin Murphey concert in
the newly constructed Riverwalk Amphithater. Mr. Murphey,
the honorary chairman of the Santa Fe Trail 200 Commemoration, was welcomed by over 600 concert attendees. On the
agenda for 2021 are several more events. By the time this article
appears in print, the second event, Gunfight on the Santa Fe
Trail, will be history. July 16 and 17 will be a large gathering
of 1800s reenactors in Old West Reenactment competition.
Buck Taylor, Newly on Gunsmoke, will be on hand both days
to meet his fans. Many other first-person reenactors, vendors,
and food fill the schedule for the two days. Each day ends with
concerts, Diamond W. Wranglers and 3 Trails West.

Cottonwood Crossing

Heart of the Flint Hills

The SFT 200 activities on August 27 and 28, “Military on the
SFT,” include the 175th anniversary of the Mormon Battalion
August 27th, 1846, encampment in Council Grove, the 8th
Infantry, and the Buffalo Soldiers. Speakers and reenactors will
share these stories. In addition to the military activities, a sanctioned competition BBQ will be held, “Grilling on the Trail.”
On Friday evening the Mormon Battalion will be hosted on the
Kaw Mission grounds, celebrating the 175th commemoration
of their encampment there. On Saturday, all the events will be
at the Council Oak Park.
On September 4, Council Grove will host the first, and hoping
to be annual, Madonna Trudge. This is a distance walk/run for
six blocks. It doesn't sound like much, but in a long pioneer
dress, boots, baby in arms, gun by your side, and a small child
tugging along, the contestants can begin to understand what
our pioneer mothers experienced day to day. These strong
women will be competing for prizes. This event is being sponsored by the local DAR.
September 17 and 18 will be the chapter's final 2021 event,
Rendezvous at Council Grove. This weekend is centered around
the Friday and Saturday evening 14th performances of the
outdoor historical pageant, "Voices of the Wind People." This

Hillsboro, KS
President Doug Sharp

On August 19 at 7 p.m. at the city building in Goessell, Anna
Smith will portray Marion Sloan Russell for our program.
Anna is a juried member of the Kansas Alliance of Professional Historical Performers. Marion had a long history on the
Santa Fe Trail, making numerous trips during her long life. No
reservation necessary. We welcome members and prospective
non-members too. See you there.
Quivira

McPherson, KS
President Linda Colle
The following programs were held in the Quivira Chapter from
April through June:
April 17, Jay Clark, “Buffalo Soldiers: Protecting the Santa Fe
Trail" Great Bend, KS. 78 attending, includes via Zoom
May 14, Santa Fe Trail Movie, McPherson, KS. 87 attending
June 3, Jeff Davidson, Main Street Sterling Summer, "Santa Fe
Trail" Concert, Sterling, KS. 48 attending
June 4, Jim Gray "An Evening on the Old Salt Road"
Geneseo, KS. 125 attending includes via Zoom
June 7-11, "Ride Into History" Living History Camp Great
Bend, KS. 46 attending
June 26, “Mountain Men on the Santa Fe Trail,”Lindsborg, KS.
105 attending
The Quivira Chapter Photo Contest ended June 30. We had 14
participants who submitted 26 total pictures. Judges are working through the photos to determine the winners. We will post
the winners along with the photos once the process is complete.
We are happy to see folks got out on the Trail to take some
pictures.
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SFTA Annual Membership January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021
Name(s) _______________________________________________

□ Life $1000, payable over 4 years

Address _______________________________________________

□ Patron $100/year

City _______________________ State _______ Zip ___________

□ Family $65/year

Phone _______________ Email ____________________________ □ Individual $50/year
□ New member □ Renewing member 			
□ Youth (18 and under) $5/year
I am a member of the following chapter (s) _____________________ □ Non-profit Institution $65/year
________________________________________________________ □ Business $65/year
I’d like to make a donation to assist the SFTA with programs and events.
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Junior Wagon Master Fund.		
		
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Marker Fund.					
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
To pay by credit card, go to www.santafetrail.org, and click on “Join the Organization.”
The Santa Fe Trail Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, and all donations
beyond membership dues are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

TOTAL ENCLOSED ___________________
Make checks payable to Santa Fe Trail Association

Mail to Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer, Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550

Renew by mailing using the above form or renew online at www.santafetrail.org
If you have renewed your membership, pass the form along to a friend or colleague.

Chapter Reports, continued
The Quivira Chapter Passport Adventure continues to be
popular. We are starting to get low on the original 5,000 books
that were printed and are looking for additional funding to print
more.
We are sad to report that two of our Ride into History camps
had to be postponed due to illness of one of the instructors. The
camps in Lyons and McPherson were impacted. We hope to do
additional camps in the fall as weekend events to attract more
people if all goes well. We will update our calendar as details are
available. See page 2 of this issue for photos of some participants.
The chapter had a booth at the Barton County Fair. The Fair did
a great job of working the Santa Fe Trail Bicentennial into their
events. Britt Colle also did a performance as William Becknell,
which he created from attending the Great Bend Ride into History camp.
On July 23, the McPherson County Historical Society and the
McPherson Museum hosted historian Leo Oliva, who shared
his knowledge about food on the Santa Fe Trail. Prior to the
program, historically-inspired appetizers, drinks, and dinner
were served to those who were lucky enough to secure a ticket.
On July 24, the Eastern McPherson County and Marion County Santa Fe Trail Days events were held with multiple historical
presentations along and about the Santa Fe Trail at and near
Galva and Canton and at French Frank’s in Marion County.
The American Solar Challenge is a collegiate student design
competition to design, build, and drive solar-powered vehicles in
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a cross-country time/distance road rally style event. From August 3-7, 2021, participants and their solar powered vehicles will
make the journey from Missouri to New Mexico, to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail by following in the footsteps of traders who used the Trail
between 1821 and 1880. The event is being held in partnership
with the National Park Service.
On August 3-4, solar cars participating in the 2021 American Solar Challenge will be coming to Midway Motors, 2045
East Kansas, in McPherson, Kansas. This stop will give visitors
the unique opportunity to see the futuristic solar cars up close
while exploring the history of the past through the Santa Fe
Trail. During the late afternoon and evening of August 3rd and
the morning of August 4th, the public will be able to view the
unique solar cars, talk to the drivers and participate in the local
activities. The Santa Fe Trail Association will be on hand to
educate people about the Santa Fe Trail.
The Little Arkansas Rendezvous is planned for August 14 from
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
•
Camp Grierson - Buffalo Soldiers Camp – See and
hear about life on the Trail as a Buffalo Soldier.
•
Swanson’s Swales – Queue up for the river crossing.
•
Fry Ruts – Experience Native American life along the
Trail.
•
Learn about the Little Arkansas Ranch and the Stone
Corral, trade stops on the Santa Fe Trail.
•
Have lunch along the Santa Fe Trail. Doris J Green
Chile Company will be on site for food purchase. Bring your
lawn chairs and make a day of it.
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The Santa Fe Trail BAK Bicycle Rally will take place in Great
Bend, Kansas, over Labor Day weekend, September 4-6. Each
day, cyclists will enjoy a different looped tour route starting
and ending in Great Bend. In addition to the many attractions
in Great Bend, participants will visit Pawnee Rock, historic
Fort Larned, the Santa Fe Trail Center, Hudson, Sterling, Ellinwood, and other points of interest. Visit the BAK web site
for all the details and event registration. bak.org
The Quivira Chapter will have a booth at the last weekend of
the Kansas State Fair, September 18 -19, so stop by and see us
at the Fair or along the Trail.
Information on more of Quivira 200th activities can be found
at our website and Facebook at:
www.2021santafetrailkansas.com/
www.facebook.com/200thSantafetrailKansas/
Wet/Dry Routes

Great Bend, KS
President George Elmore
The Wet/Dry Chapter will hold our first meeting since
COVID-19 hit this August 29 with an ice-cream party at the
First Presbyterian Church in Larned. It has been over a year
and half since we have been together. We have missed seeing
everyone. This will be a social time to renew relationships and
enjoy getting to be together again. The Chapter will pay for
the ice-cream and toppings; all you need to do is attend, bring
a friend, and have fun. As we begin to hold our winter series
of regular meetings, let’s try to inspire new members and grow
the chapter. Take advantage of the learning opportunity at the
meetings and learn more about the trail.
Hopefully you were able to attend some events commemorating the 200th anniversary of the opening of the Santa Fe
Trail. Thinking about the 200th, I wondered just what will be
still visible for people to see at the 400th. Will weather over
another 200 years have filled in and erased most of the ruts we
can still see today? It is sad to think that people in the future
may not get the same exciting feeling of the adventure from
viewing and experiencing the real ruts that we have.

2021-22. The same officers are on board for the next two years.
The solar car challenge down the trail will be at the Boot Hill
parking lot on August 5th.
The main item the chapter is dealing with at the present is
the highway expansion from Dodge City to Cimarron. This
is impacting three limestone markers and plaques, two small
storyboards, two large storyboards and a DAR marker, the
Caches Monument and the Howell Rut site large sign. All will
have to be moved.
For the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the trail,
the chapter has been highlighting our markers, storyboards,
and monuments in Ford and Gray Counties. So far we have
done 26 in the Dodge City paper, SFTA e-blasts, SFTA
websites, The Spearville News, and the Ford County Historical
Society Newsletter. We will continue these through the rest of
2021.
We will co-host Henry Crawford on August 7th at the Occident at Boot Hill. He will portray a Buffalo soldier. We are
sponsoring him with the Western Cattle Trail Association.
This will be our summer meeting. Our fall meeting will be a
review of the Bent's Fort Symposium.
Wagon Bed Spring

Lakin, KS
President Linda Peters
Cimarron Cutoff

Elkhart, KS
President Jay Williams
The Santa Fe Trail bus tour at Boise City, Oklahoma, was a
huge success. 155 people went on the all-day tour. I want to
give a big thank you to Jody Risely for all the work she did
organizing the tour. Jody received permission from landowners
for us to see some great sites. Dan Sharp and David Hutchison
did an outstanding job speaking at the different sites. Thanks
to all that attended even though the afternoon was a little on
the warm side.

As long as our country survives for the next 200 years, we
should still have available all the written information we have
today. The challenge before us may be not to just put signs up
and mark rut locations but to take this opportunity to photograph and document everything we can about the ruts.

Tour participants visited Autograph Rock.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron

Dodge City, KS
President Bill Bunyan

The chapter was finally able to hold a meeting on May 22. This
was the first time since a year ago February. We met at the
Dodge House for a meal, business meeting, and speakers. Our
meeting followed the DAR dedication of their marker at the
Wet-Dry route site east of Fort Dodge. Due to the weather
they had an overflow crowd at the Blue Herford Restaurant in
Ford. After our business meeting SFTA Vice President Chris
Day and SFTA Manager Joanne VanCoevern spoke, and Sara
McFarland spoke about 1930s aerial photos of Gray County
and the trail. We listened to Deb Goodrich talk about the
upcoming 200th Anniversary Symposium at Bent's Fort in
La Junta. We also had our long delayed election of officers for

Bent’s Fort

Lamar, CO
President Kevin Lindahl
Many of the Bent’s Fort Chapter members have been busy
planning the upcoming Bicentennial Symposium. Actually,
that is probably the understatement of the year. We hope you
have registered and have your lodging reservations. Registration is easy and secure at The Last Chance Store. You can go
to 2021sfts.com where there is a link to the Last Chance Store
or you may print a registration form and snail-mail it. Also on
the website, you will find a list of area motels and their rates.
The Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn Express are fully booked;
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however, there are several other motels available. Currently, the
Thursday and Friday tours are full; however, we are willing to
maintain a waiting list.
For a refreshing change of pace, the Bent’s Fort Chapter held
a general membership meeting July 10 at the historic Grand
Theater in Rocky Ford. As the chapter’s annual meeting was
cancelled in January, this meeting served that purpose. 2021
officers were elected and committee chairs were appointed. The
meeting was followed by an interesting presentation by Jeff
Broome, author of Indian Raids and Massacres: Essays on the
Central Plains Indian Wars.
Corazon de los Caminos

between Captain Pedro Gallego and William Becknell which
inaugurated SFT commerce. The Las Vegas conference will
begin a 3-day series of events that will include programs offered
by the End of Trail Chapter and the New Mexico Daughters
of the American Revolution that will take place on November
13-14 in Glorietta and Santa Fe.
August Chapter Meeting. The chapter will meet Saturday,
August 1, at the historic Chase Ranch near Cimarron for a
tour. Dennis and Gladys Schneider are planning the event and
details will be available soon.
End of the Trail

Santa Fe, NM
President Joy Poole

Cimarron, NM
President Doyle Daves

The chapter met at the St. Vrain Mill in Mora, Saturday, July
10, for a tour of the mill and a talk by Merl Witt about the
efforts and plans of the St. Vrain Mill Foundation to repair
and restore the 1864 mill. Impressive progress has been made
stabilizing the north side foundation of the Mill, the creation
of a second exit to meet safety codes, installation of windows
and lights, and rebuilding the deteriorating stairway to the
second floor and more. Following this talk, Fort Union National Monument Ranger Michael Weinstein spoke about the
economic impact of Fort Union on the local population. He
emphasized the enormous cash infusion into the New Mexico
economy and its transformative effects on local farmers, workers, and merchants as the U.S. Army sought to obtain food for
men and animals locally and save major transportation expenses
associated with transporting millions of pounds of materials
from Ft. Leavenworth.
2021 Chapter Commemorative Events. At the chapter meeting
in June at Wagon Mound, the membership voted to install an
educational panel at the I-25 exit into Wagon Mound as part of
our commemorative program. The principal feature of the panel
will be a painting “Ox Train at Wagon Mound” by artist Inga
Ojala. The panel design is nearly finished and a contract for its
construction will be made soon; we anticipate installation later
in the summer.
Our conference: New Mexico-Santa Fe Trail-1821-2021
(program on page 6 of this issue) will be held November 12 at
the Plaza Hotel in Las Vegas. The program, dedicated to Rudy
Laumbach on his 90th birthday, is scheduled to coincide with
the 200th anniversary of the meeting just south of Las Vegas

The End of the Trail Chapter is looking forward to being able
to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail
in a grand finale with all of our friends and fellow trail aficionados. This month New Mexico is just beginning to open up
from strict COVID-related restrictions, as our cases are down
and vaccination rates, especially in Santa Fe County, have been
high. We are very hopeful that our plans for the activities of
Saturday and Sunday, November 13 and 14, will be able to
proceed without COVID complications.
Our schedule has been coordinated with the Corazon Chapter
so members can participate in the lecture program and dinner
in Las Vegas, New Mexico, on Friday November 12, as well the
morning DAR marker commemorations on Saturday. See the
full schedule of events on page 6 of this issue.
If you are able to come to Santa Fe that weekend, you may rub
elbows with “Fredheads” of the Fred Harvey Houses fame who
are holding their 12th Annual Fred Harvey History Weekend.
Details at https://fredharvey.info/event/history-weekend/
We are also still dealing with the issues surrounding the October 12, 2020, destruction of the Soldier’s Obelisk on the Santa
Fe Plaza. In the second week of July, our city council finally approved hiring an organization to organize the CHART process
to begin hosting the community conversations on “Santa Fe’s
Cultures, Histories, Art, Reconciliation, and Truth ” by October.
We expect that some chapter members will be involved in the
process as individuals. 

An educational panel is to be installed at the
I-25 exit into Wagon Mound as part of the
Corazon de los Caminos's commemorative
program. The principal feature of the panel
will be a painting “Ox Train at Wagon
Mound” by artist Inga Ojala. In Dodge City,
Kansas, she built a waterfall and life-size
horse and cowboy and an 84-foot mural of
the history of Dodge City, and is currently
working on a massive mural for the Eisenhower Park in Dodge City. www.IngaOjala.
net
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Santa Fe Trail Association
1046 Red Oaks NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
www.santafetrail.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events
August 1: Cimarron, NM. Corazon
Chapter tour of Chase Ranch.
August 2-7: Across the Trail: American
Solar Challenge.
August 7: Dodge City, KS. Harry Crawford as a Buffalo Soldier.
August 14: KS. Quivira Chapter, Little
Arkansas Rendezvous at Camp Grierson,
Stone Corral, Swanson's Swales, and Fry's
Ruts.
August 19: Goessel, KS. Cottonwood
Crossing Chapter. Anna Smith portrays
Marion Sloan Russell.
August 28: Galva, KS. Empire Days.
August 27-28: Council Grove, KS. Military on the SFT.
August 28: Galva, KS. Empire Days.
August 28: New Franklin, MO. Les
Vilda, "Have Donkey, Will Travel."
August 29: Larned, KS. Wet/Dry Chapter ice-cream party.
September 1: Arrow Rock and Franklin,
MO. MRO Chapter Commemorative
events.
September 3: Independence, MO. Santa
Fe Trail bus tour.

September 3-6: Independence, MO.
Santa-Cali-Gon Days festival.
September 4: Council Grove, KS.
Madonna Trudge.
September 4-5: Great Bend, KS. Bike
across Kansas Bicycle Rally.
September 4-5: Fort Osage, Sibley,
MO. MRO Chapter Commemorative
events
September 10-11: Wallace, KS. Fort
Wallace, "Taking the Smoky Hill Trail
to Santa Fe."
September 11: Raytown, MO. Festival
on the Trails.
September 17-18: Council Grove,
KS. Rendezvous, "Voices of the Wind
People."
September 18: Kansas City, MO.
Festival at the Trailside Center.
September 18: Burlingame, KS. Santa
Fe Trail Days.
September 18-19: Oklahoma City,
OK. Grand Opening of the First
Americans Museum.
September 22-26: Bent’s Old Fort,
CO. SFTA Symposium and Board
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meeting.
September 25-26: Lyons, KS. Santa Fe
Trail events.
September 27-October 3: Trinidad,
CO/Raton, NM. Santa Fe Trail events.
October 2-3: Canton, KS. Maxwell
Wildlife Refuge. Mountain Man Rendezvous.
October 10. Wagon Tracks submission
deadline.
October 15-17: Abilene, KS. Smoky
Hill Trail Association Conference.
November 12-14: Las Vegas and Santa
Fe, NM. Becknell arrival events.
November 13: Lindsborg, KS. "On the
Trail to your Ancestors."
April 1-2, 2022: Dodge City, KS. SFTA
workshop and Board of Directors meeting.

Please check locally for any delays or
cancellations. See www.santafetrail.org/
trail-events.html and www.santafetrail200.org for additional dates and
information. Forts along the Trail have
websites listed at www.santafetrail.org/
trail-events.html.
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